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, TO THE 
KEE A DE: 


FriEnDLY READER, 


TT ſeems unneceſſary to fay much 
here, more than to hint of ſome 
particular qualifications, and eminent 
ſervices of the Author, with the end 
of publiſhing his works, there being 
ſundry following accounts and teſ- 
timonies of faithful brethren con- 
cerning him, not only of this nation 
of Ireland, wherein he reſided, and 
travelled much in the work of the 
goſpel, but alſo from Great Britain, 
which he often viſited; and likewiſe 
from America, where he had been 
twice: unto which accounts, together 
with his Journal, thou art referred; 
in the ſerious peruſal whereof, it 
may appear he had. the gift of an 
apoſtle of Chriſt, approving himſelf 

A 2 as 


iv To THE READER. 


as ſuch in his powerful, effectual 
miniſtry, and care of the churches, 
and in much patience, in afflictions, 
in watchings, faſtings, hard travels, 
and perils by fea and land, in the 
wilderneſs, and alſo by falſe brethren. 
Following his heavenly Captain 
through many tribulations, preach- 
ing the goſpel of the kingdom of 
God freely, not expecting a reward 
from any mortal man, and having on 
the holy armour, and weapons: not 
carnal, but mighty through God; 
he, as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 
was made valiant and ſkilful, to war 
againſt the prince and power of dark- 
neſs, prophanity, and ſpiritual wick- *' 
edneſs in high places; to the bring- 
ing down ftrong-holds of Satan, and 
inſtrumental in turning many to 
righteoufneſs, who became as ſeals of 
his miniſtry: and having overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of his teftimony, I doubt 
not is now poſſeſſing a never-fading 
crown of glory. 5 


„ 


The 


To THE READER. v 


The memory of the juſt is pro- 
nounced bleſſed, Prov. x. 7. And it 
has been the practice of the righte- 
ous (as examples to poſterity) to re- 
cord a memorial of the works of 
good men, in the Holy Scriptures, 
which, by the wonderful providence 
and mercy of God, have been pre- 
ſerved through many dark ages of 
the world, and tranſmitted to us, as 
a cloud of witneſſes, to the great 

comfort of the godly; the ſerious 
peruſal whereof is earneſtly recom- 
mended to both old and young. 

For the like end and purpoſe is an 
account of the labours, &c. of this 
our late worthy friend collected, (or 
gathered up, as fragments that ſhould 
not be loſt) and that thou, reader, 
mayeſt thereby be excited and en- 

couraged in the diligent ſerving of 
God, according to the meaſure of 
grace beſtowed on thee through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, without 
whom we can do nothing; and ſo 
have cauſe of rejoicing at thy latter 


end, in feeling great peace from the 
V Lord 


vi To THE READER. 
Lord flow in thy ſoul, as had this 


our friend in the evening of his day, 
and obtain a crown of righteouſneſs 
hereafter in the Heavenly Kingdom, 
is the ſincere deſire of thy friend, 


who wiſheth falvation to all man- 


kind, Ls 


JonN STODDART. 
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FRIENDS in IatLanD, 
From their National Half-Year's 
Meeting, held in Dublin, the $th, 
gth, 1oth, 11th, and 12th Days 
of the third Month, 1726, con- 
cerning that worthy Elder and 
eminent Miniſter in the Church 


of Chriſt, THOMAS WILSON, 
deceaſed. 


fountain of all mercies, from whom 


o 


+ hath pleaſed Almighty God, the 


every good and perfect gift doth come, 
in the riches of his love, not only to 
gather his church and people, but hath 
bleſſed and favoured them with many 
peculiar bleſſings; and particularly in 
raiſing up, gifting and qualifying many 
for a publick miniſtry, and in the power 
and demonſtration of the Holy Spirir, 
ſent them forth to declare the way of 


A 4 life 


( vm ) 
life and ſalvation, whereby they became 
inſtrumental to turn many to righteouſ- 
neſs, and for the building up and ſettling 
his church in the moſt holy faith, to 
their comfort and edification: of the 
number of which, this our dear de- 
ceaſed friend was one, (and none of the 


leaſt) whom the Lord was pleaſed to 


ſend into this. nation, to preach the 
everlaſting goſpel; firſt in the year 
1682, and was ſeveral times here in 
the work 'of the miniſtry, before he 


came to ſettle in this nation, which was 


about the year 1694. And many of us 
can ſay, from a ſenſible knowledge we 
had of his diligent labour and eminent 
fervices in the work of the goſpel, 
that he was one whom the Lord 
gifted with a large gift in the miniſtry, 
and made him inſtrumental for the con- 
vincing of many. 

. His doctrine was ſound, plain, living, 
powerful, and reaching, frequently at- 
rended with a heavenly ſweetneſs; and 
when he had drawings on his ſpirit to 


forth in publick ſervice, he was careful 
in waiting to know the Lord's acceptable 
time, in which he freely gave up, pre- 
ferring truth's ſervice before his own 
worldly concerns; and when he found 
2 | his 


MA ii. A Vo, tw Roa. 


| (EF 
his ſpirit clear of the ſervice he was en- 
gaged in, he was careful to return with 
what expedition he could. He was of- 
ten divinely opened to declare the my- 
ſteries of life and ſalvation, as alſo to 
lay open the myſteries of iniquity, and 
likewiſe to declare againſt a falſe miniſ- 
try, and was made ſkilful in dividing 
the word aright, and to feed the flock 
in due ſeaſon. 

His miniſtry was ſharp againſt the re- 
bellious, but comfortable and conſolat- 
ing to the mourners in Zion, and babes 


in Chriſt. The Lord richly endued him 


with the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplica- 
tion, in which he was often drawn forth. 
in great tenderneſs and fervency of ſpi- 
rit on behalf of Chriſt's church and 
people, alſo for their offspring in a par- 
ticular manner; likewiſe in behalf of 
kings, and rulers, and men in authority, 


with mankind in gm Z 


He was a good pattern of plainneſs 
and humility, diligent in attending 
meetings for the worſhip of Almighty 
God, and therein to wait for the re- 
ceiving of that heavenly power, which 
firſt raiſed him up in a living miniſtry, 
and was careful not to miniſter without 
it; and though he was an able and 

eminent 


* 


eminent miniſter, yet choſe to give way, 
rather than ſtand in the way of any 
who had a word from the Lord to ſpeak. 
He was zealous for the keeping up and 
maintaining the ancient rules and difſ- 
cipline ſettled in the church in the be- 
ginning by our faithful elders, as in- 
ſtruments therein, adviſing friends to a 
diligent obſervance — 

Much more might be ſaid concerning 
his great ſervices, and diligent labours, 
in the work of the goſpel for many 
years, both in Great Britain, Ireland, and 
America, which is ſo well known to 
many that we need not enlarge thereon. 

And now, though this our dear friend 
be removed from us, which is cauſe of 
ſorrow, conſidering the churches great 
loſs, yet we believe, and doubt not, but 
it is his everlaſting gain. We conclude 
with fervent deſires, that the great Lord 
of the harveſt may, for his works 
fake, be pleaſed to favour, and conti- 
nue to his church and people, a living 
ſpring of the miniſtry, and that many 
may be made willing to run his errand, 
and be ſerviceable in his hand, as was 
this our worthy. friend, who departed 
this life the twentieth of the third 
month, 1725, aged about ſeventy-one 

years, 
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years, and a miniſter about forty- five 


years. 
meeting, by 


Henry Brookfield, 
William Brookfield, 
Thomas Bewley, 
John Barclay, 
Gregory Ruſſel, 
John Stoddart, 
Edward Barwick, 
John Boles, 
Abel Strettel, 
Solomon Watſon, 
Samuel Watſon, 
James Pillar, 


ENT: 
1 
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Daniel Bewley, 
Samuel Fuller, 


Signed in behalf of our ſaid 


George Rooke, 


Jacob Fuller, 
Joſhua Clibborn, 
Mungo Bewley, 
Joſeph Inman, 


Jonathan Robinſon, 
Joſeph Gill, 


Richard Sealey, 
Thomas Duckett, 


Ralph Stephenſon, 
Nicholas Harris, 


Bartho. Garnett, 
James Hill, 


Toby Courtney, 
John Chryſty. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
A Brief ABSTRACT out of the 


Teſtimonies: of Friends of the 
three Provinces, viz. Ulſter; 


Leinſter, and Munſter, concern- 


ing our ſaid deceaſed Friend, 


THOMAS WILSON, 


From Ulſter Province-Meeting. 


E was * in heavenly my- 
H ſteries, yet plain and clear in 
declaring them; very ſkilful and excel- 
lent in diſtinguiſhing matters of faith 
and principle, to general ſatisfaction of 
the people, who often greatly flocked to 
meetings where he came. 

He laboured diligently for the good 
of ſouls, yet did not run forwardly into 
ſervice, in the will of man, but duly 


waited for the ariſing and movings of ; 
the 
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the wotd of life and wiſdom, whith was 


often eminently wich him, and manifeſt- 


ed through him, to the affecting and 
tendering of many hearts, and to the 


* 


glory of God, the author and giver of 


all good gifts. ; | 

He frequently vifited friends of this 
province; and the laſt viſit he made to 
us, was as much as ever, in the openings 
of divine love, life, and ſweetneſs in 
ſpirit, to the refreſhing and edifying of 
fliends. en, 


From Leinſter Province-Meeting. 


1 IIsõ travels and labours of love in 

1 che goſpel of Chriſt, were great, 
in frequently viſiting the meetings of 
friends in this province, and alſo having 
meetings amongſt people, where no 
friends meetings are ſettled; in which 


labours, for the ſpreading of truth, the 


Lord's power and goodneſs attended, 
and particularly at national and other 


meetings in the city of Dublin, to 
which, at times, many ſober people of 


fundry perſuaſions came to hear the 
teſtimony of truth declared, who have 
N been 
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been much affected with tenderneſs of 


ſpirit by his powerful miniſtry; and 
though, at times, he was awfully con- 
cerned in warning to prepare for a time 
of great mortality approaching, he yer 
rejoiced in a ſenſe, that the Lord would 
lengthen his merciful viſitation, and 
ſend plentiful ſhowers of the doctrine of 
his kingdom before his judgments break 
out upon the inhabitants. 


He alſo declared to this effect, That 
the Lord would ſend his ſervants into 


the Popiſh countries to preach the 
goſpel, which ſhould prevail and ſpread 
in thoſe dark parts of the earth, though 
ſome might ſeal their teſtimony with 
their blood, : 

He was a nurſing father in the church, 
cheriſhing the good 1n all, particularly 
the young and weak in the miniſtry, 
male or female, who were gifted and 
called thereunto, and rejoiced in that 
the Lord had raiſed up ſuch, both in 
this nation and elſewhere; and though 
he was an honourable elder, yet very 
humble and condeſcending, as a ſervant 
to all; grave and reſerved in deport- 


ment, often bowed under exerciſe of 


ſpirit, yet at ſeaſonable times chearful, 


ſweet, and pleaſant in converſation, | 


both 


1 


( av ) 


both with friends and others, whereby 

he gained the loye and good eſteem of 
many. And notwithſtanding he was an 
able miniſter of the goſpel, he was care- 


ful not to travel abroad in that ſervice 
without the unity of the brethren ; and 


when he found himſelf clear, returned 
ſpeedily to his outward abode, and was 
diligent in his lawful vocation of huſ- 
bandry, for the good of his family, 
wherein the Lord bleſſed his endeavours 
with proſperity and plenty. 


From Munſter Province-Meeting. 


I 1E was a faithful labourer in the 


Lord's harveſt, and travelled much 


in the ſervice of truth, being willin 


to ſpend and be ſpent for the goſpel's 
ſake; and the Lord bleſſed his labour of 


love, ſo that many thereby were con- 


vinced, and became as ſeals of his 
miniſtry. 


He was zealouſly concerned againſt 


undue liberty and wrong things, that 


truth's teſtimony might be kept up, 
and maintained in the ſeveral branches 


thereof l 


- cherevf; that in all things, friends 


( xvi ) 


might walk agreeable to the doctrine of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, keeping in the 
path of the faithful, without ſwerving 
to the right hand or to the left, as being 


very ſenſible, thoſe wholeſome rules and 
| = where with we are favoured, have 


n given forth in the wiſdom of truth. 


* 
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The Teſtimony of Mary Wilſon, 
concerning her dear Huſband, 
deceaſed. : 


NINCE it hath pleaſed the Lord to 
remove from me my dear huſband 
by death, it hath often been, and ſtil! 
remains, a concern upon my mind to 
give 1n a teſtimony concerning him, 
which is as followeth: 5 

Having good cauſe often to remember 
the times of our being firft acquainted 
one with another, is now ſome engage- 
ment upon me to give ſome account 
thereof. | LEE, 

J well remember, when he was come 
up to the ftate of a man, how he was 
reſtleſs in his mind, and earneſtly deſired | 

| the 
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me knowledge of the true God, in which 
time, he went from one place to another, 
among the church of England people, 
to hear what their prieſts could tell him 
of the way of ſalvation: for then his 
ſoul was in great want of a Saviour; 
and great was his hunger after the way 
of life and righteouſneſs. In this toſſed 
condition he continued for ſome time, 
looking out, at, and after the teachings 
of men, which proved altogether un- 
profitable to him, which was his great 
trouble. e Le. 
In this condition the Lord was pleaſ- 
ed, in his unſpeakable love, to vilit his 
2X foul with the ſpringing in of his light, 
and in-breaking of his inviſible power, 
by which he was much broken into ten- 
derneſs; and it was then a time of great 
= humiliation and fear, in which condi- 
tion, he came among the deſpiſed peo- 
ple, called Quakers; and although it was 
then a time of great perſecution, yet did 
he fit down with ther? in their meetings, 
3 in ſilence, until uch time as it pleaſed 
I the Lord of heaven and earth, fo to fill 
his hearc with his powerful word, and 


that he knew the burning thereof, as a 

holy flame in his ſoul, then was his 

mouth firſt opened in publick prayer and 
B thankſ- 
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thankſgiving to the Lord; and after- 


wards to declare the day of the Lord, 


that was dawned, and to found the ever- 
laſting gofpel, which was glad tidings to 
many poor benighted fouls, — | 

And, further, I think, I may ſafely 
ſay, concerning him, That when he was 
ſenſible that the Lord had revealed his. 
Son in him, and that a neceſſity was 


laid upon him to preach the goſpel, he 


did not. conſult with fleſh and blood, 8 


but gave up unto the heavenly viſion, 


and was willing to ſpend the flower 


and prime of his days in the ſervice of 
truth, which he did, in many years 
travel, and laboured much in the work mw 
of the miniſtry, in England, Ireland, 
and America, before he married; and in 
the fortieth year of his age, we took 
each other in marriage (in Cumberland). 
and {gon after came into Ireland, and 


ſettled Lear Edenderry, he having had 
for ſome time before) ſome remarkable 
ight of that place, which he at times 
would ſpeak of; and we had reaſon to | 
believe it was our place, far the Lord 


bleſſed us together, and we had great 
comfort in that it was our lot to ſet- 


tle among ſuch honeſt tender-hearted 
friends, unto whom we were nearly | 


united, 


After 


"x 


+ 
8. 


C\ 


ALS — 


OF: 


"3 
+. 


( nr } 


After we were ſettled, he was often 
engaged to travel in truth's ſervice; and 
I may ſay, from a certain ſenſe that reſts 
upon my heart, that the more he gave up 
to the work he was called unto, the 
more we were bleſſed; and although it 
was pleaſant to me to have the company 
of ſo good a huſband, yet it was. more 
ſolid ſatisfation to me to give him up 


to anſwer what the Lord might require 


of him; and I may ſay, to the praiſe of 
God, that I was made a ſharer with 
him, in feeling the ſweetneſs of that 
heavenly love and life, that his heart 
was often filled with, and ſtreamed forth 
to the comfort of many; for he was as 
a cloud that the Lord often filled and 
cauſed to be emptied, to the refreſhing 
of his heritage. My ſoul, with many 
more, hath great occaſion to bow, in 
deep thankfulneſs unto the Lord, for 
the many refreſhing ſhowers that we 
have been favoured with, and give him 
the . praiſe thereof, who is worthy for 
cver, | | | f 
And further, I have to ſay, concern- 
ing my dear huſband, that he was a lov- 


ing and kind huſband, a tender father to 


his children, and one that was laborious 
in the creation, and provided plentifully 
B 2 for 
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for his family, open-hearted to his 
friends, and beloved in the neighbour- 
hood by ſuch as knew him; he often 
looked with a pitiful eye towards the 
poor of all ſorts, and did adminiſter 
unto the wants of many; he was one 
that delighted in juſtice, and hated 
wrong things; and although the Lord 
bleſſed him many ways, yet was not 
his mind lifted up thereby, but con- 
tinued unto the end an humble-minded 
He was often ſorely afflicted in body, 
yet frequently travelled to viſit friends Þ| 
in much outward pain: in his laſt jour- 
ney, in England, which was about ten 
months, he endured much bodily weak- Þ 
neſs, which continued upon him to his 
end, for he went no more abroad, only 
to our own meeting, and twice to the 
half-year's meeting in Dublin. And | 
though his pain was great at times, yet 
he went to meetings as long as he was 
able. It was often afflicting unto me, to 
think of being left behind; but what 
ſhall 1 fay? but that the Lord hath done 
I | it, He hath given and taken away; 
= may my foul be ſo preſerved, in a living 
þ ſenſe of his goodnefs, that I may praiſe 

his name, while I live in this frail taber- 
[ nacle 
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nacle of clay, and be fitted for my final 
change, and lay down my head in peace, 
is what my ſoul moſt deſires. 

And now I can ſay, that the Lord 
hath brought my mind into quietneſs 
and contentment, with my condition, 
and with what he hath done, ſtedfaſtly 
believing, that he hath removed my 
dear huſband in his mercy and favour, 
and mercifully received his ſoul into his 
everlaſting kingdom; and ſhall conclude 
this my teſtimony, with fervent deſires 
in my heart unto the Lord God Almighty, 
that he may, for his work's-ſake, favour 
his church and people with a plentiful 
== ſpring of a living miniſtry, and touch 
the tongues of many of our youth with 
a live coal from his holy altar, that 
many may be willing to run his errand, 
and be ſerviceable in his hand, as were 


many of the generation which he hath 
removed from us. 


MART WILSON 
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The Teſtimony of Thomas Wilſon's 
Children concerning their dear 


deceaſed Father. 


TE find ourſelves concerned to give 
this ſhort teſtimony concerning 
our. dear father, whom the Lord hath 


been pleaſed by death to remove from 


us, having no ſmall ſhare in the loſs of 
him, he being ſo tender and affectionate 
a parent to us; and we can truly ſay, 
his concern and care was very great *for 
our growth and preſervation in the bleſ- 
ſed truth, and that we might be preſerv- 
ed out of hurtful things; and alſo (in 
a particular manner) that as we grew- in 
years we might grow in that ſenſe and 
knowledge of the holy truth, which we 
are ſure was precious to him. He was 
often concerned, in a ſolid, tender frame 


of ſpirit to adviſe, counſel, and inſtru | 
us to ſeek inwardly to know the Lord 


for ourſelves, and the work of truth in 


our own hearts, that would lead us to | 
walk blameleſs and in great humility be- 


fore him; ſaying, That was the way to 


obtain the bleſſing. And as he was thus | 
concerned for our good, fo we are ſen- 


ſible 
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fible his fervent defires, prayers, and 
ſupplications, were ſecretly to the Lord 


on our account, that he might be pleaſ- 


ed to bleſs and favour us with an increaſe 


of true wiſdom and knowledge in the 
holy truth, and we have good cauſe to 
believe, that the Lord was graciouſly 
pleaſed (in ſome degree) to hear and 
anſwer his requeſts, in that he hath in 
render mercy. and loving kindnels viſited 
our ſouls with a ſenſe of his divine good- 
neſs, which we fervently deſire may 
grow and increaſe in and amongſt us. 

And may further add, that we have 
oreat reaſon, with thankful hearts, to 


2 bleſs the Lord on his account, who 
made him ſo great a bleſſing to us; and 
not to us only, but to many more that 


had a ſenſible knowledge of him, and 
of his diligent care and counſel, that 
greatly tended to the good of ſouls; 
which, in the love of God, ſo prevailed 
in his heart, that he was made willing to 
ſpend and be ſpent in that work and ſer- 
vice whereunto he was called, being a 


faithful labourer in God's vineyard, that 


ſo truth and righteouſneſs might increaſe 
on the earth; not accounting any fading 
and tranſitory enjoyment too near or 
dear to part with for Chriſt and the goſ- 

7” 4 pel's 
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"- pel's fake ; and much deli ghted to ſee 


the youth and offspring of Kiends grow 
up in a living fenfible concern for the 
truth; and that elders might be good 


examples and patterns in the church, 
which was his care to be found in the 
practice of. 

We could ſay much more concernin 
him, but rather chooſe to be brief, re- 
ferring to other teſtimonies given, with | 
reſpect to his labours, travels, and ſer- 
vices for the truth; and ſhall conclude | 
this our teſtimony, with fincere deſires, | 
that the Lord may ſo favour us, through i 
his infinite goodneſs and divine afliſt- 
ance, that we may thereby be enabled 
to run that bleſſed race that is ſet before 

us, ſo as to obtain the bleſſing while 3 
herr, and the crown of eternal life that | | I 
is laid up for the righteous, when time 
to us in this world will be 1 no more. 
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The Teſtimony of Friends of Cold- 
beck Monthly-Meeting, in Cum 
berland, concerning our dear 
Friend THoMas WILso deceaſ- 
ed, who was a Member of the 
ſaid Meeting for ſome Time in 
his young Years. 


HIS worthy man was one, whom it 
pleaſed the Lord to call out of the 
broad way and vanities of the world, and 
make acquainted with the way of his 
bleſſed unchangeable truth, after having 
known many days and nights of lamen- 


3 | tation, mourning, and ſorrow for miſ- 


ſpent time, that it might be redeemed, 
and to be acquainted with his Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt; who, in due time, appeared 
by his Spirit, to the opening of his 
heart, and enlarging his underſtanding in 


XZ thoſe things relating to the way of peace 
v. 


and ſalvation; and as he abode under the 
croſs, it pleaſed the Almighty to make 
manifeſt unto him, that he was a choſen 
veſſel (or inſtrument) for his ſervice, to 
preach the goſpel, and declare unto 
others, what great and good things the 
Lord had done for his ſoul. Thus being 

ſenſible 
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| ſenſible of the Lord's requirings, he 


gave up in obedience thereunto, and be- 
ing largely endued and qualified by the 
Holy Spirit, became an able miniſter, 
and faithful labourer in the Lord's vine- 
yard, ſound, powerful, and reaching in 
doctrine, with plainneſs of ſpeech, (not 
gloſſed with human wifdom) very zeal- 
ous and fervent in prayer, greatly to the 


comfort and edification of the church. 


Likewiſe his godly example in life, con- 
verſation, great humility, and ſelf- 
denial, much adorned his miniſtry. He 
travelled often in truth's ſervice, both 
in viſiting the meetings adjacent, and ſe- 
veral other parts of this nation, from 
whence we have had very good and com- 
fortable accounts of his ſervice, and re- 
ception amongſt faithful friends. 

He allo travelled in other nations, as 
Scotland, Ireland, and many parts of 
America, where divers were convinced 
by him, and joined with friends in the 
profeſſion of truth. In proceſs of time 
he was married to a friend of our ſaid 
meeting, and ſoon after removed himſelf 
and wife into Ireland, having proſpect of 
a ſuitable ſettlement there, and the unity 


of friends therein; and being preſerved 


in faithfulneſs to the Lord, and zealous 
By = for 
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for the promotion of his truth, he was 
pleafed abundantly to bleſs him, both 
fptritually and temporally, and we un- 
derſtand his ſervice to have been great in 
that. nation, and not. doubting but large 
accounts thereof may be given by friends 
there, we refer thereunto for an account 
of the remaining part of his life, labours, 
travels, and ſervices, &c. not intending 
to be large on*this ſubject, well know- 

ing that all which can be ſaid, will add 
nothing to the happy ſtate of the de- 
ceaſed, but that the memory of the juſt 
may remain amongſt the righteous, and 
his footſteps be as -way-marks. to ſuc- 
ceeding generations, is the end of our 
giving this: ſhort teſtimony concerning 
W chis our dear and worthy friend. Signed 
on behalf, and by order of our monthly- 

meeting, held at Wood- Hall, the twen- 
tieth of the ſecond month, 1726, 


Joſey h Peacock, William Greenup, 
Thomas Lamb, | John Scott, 


William Scott, Thomas Scott, 
John Sowerby, George Bewley, 
Robert Gill, Benjamin Bewley, 


Jacob Nicholſon, Samuel Peacock. 
Jalis Spore;+ + | 
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An Abſtract of a Teſtimony given 


and ſent by Friends of Virginia, 
concerning THOMAS WILSOoX, 
deceaſed, to which ſomewhat is 
ſince added by Joſeph Jordan, a 
Friend of that Place, now in 
Dublin, the Twenty- ſeventh of 
the Twelfth Month, 1726-7. 


MONGG the many faithful labour- 
| ers, which the great Lord of the 
heavenly harveſt has been pleaſed to 
ſend from far, with his word and teſti- 
mony, to viſit his people in-this colony, 
our worthy friend, Thomas Wilſan, was 
one emineatly ſerviceable in his miniſ- 
terial capacity, being made inſtrumen- 
tal to convince ſome of the way of truth, 
and alſo to edify and comfort many 
with the word of the goſpel, which is a 
word of peace and conſolation, as was 
very manifeſt by the preaching of this 
precious ſervant of Chriſt, in whom it 
dwelt richly. 
Some of us knew him in his firſt viſit 
to Virginia, in company of our dear 
friend and elder, James Dickenſon, 
which was in the year 1690, or 1691, 


when friends here were perſecuted, and 
their 


. 
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their meetings ſometimes diſturbed b. 
ill- diſpoſed and ignorant men; alſo thofe 
who entertained a meeting were liable to 
a fine, which affrighted ſome weak, 
though well- minded people; one of 
which had given our ſaid friends liberty 
to have a meeting in his houſe, but upon 
the threats of the ſheriff was diſcouraged, 
as we underſtood, and the meeting was 
held in an orchard, where a perſon of 
note received the truth, by the powerful 
teſtimony borne by our dear friend, 
Thomas, to the one neceſſary and ſaving 
baptiſm, which is the baptiſm of Chriſt, 
by his Spirit. So after the meeting ended, 
ke who had thus joined in with the viſi- 
tation of God through his ſervant, took 


him and companion home to his houſe, 


and kindly entertained them, notwith- 
ſtanding the law, which was then ſevere. 

Much might be faid of this firſt viſit 
of our dear friend; but concluding that 
our friend, James Dickenſon, will be 


more particular and large in his teſti- 
mony thereof, we ſhall proceed to ſome 


account of the laſt viſit Thomas gave us, 
which was in the year 1714, when, -not- 
e his advanced age, he was 
lively and ſtrong in the word of faith, 


and preached it with much power and 


demonſtration, to our great comfort and 
| | encou- 


( xx ) 
encouragement. He ſometimes ſpake pro- 
phetically in our meetings cencerning the 
proſperity of truth, part whereof we in- 
cline to commemorate; when after he 
had. put us in mind of the many vilits 
we had been favoured with by miniſters 
ſent from Europe, who- had been inſtru- 
mental to gather, and ſettle meetings in 
America, he told us, The Lord would 
raiſe up and qualify many amongſt our 
ſelves, to declare the word of his ſalva- 
tion, which is meaſurably fulfilled. He 
alſo. faid, That many great men, and 
many young men, ſhould bow to the truth 
in our wilderneſs country, or to that ef- 
fect, which we humbly hope will be 
brought about in time, and that the 
church of Chriſt will increaſe, and be 
more and more extenſive in this part of 
the world. 

This man of God al aſſured us, in 
the word of prophecy, That way would 
be made for the ſpreading of truth in the 
Pope's dominions; and that the feet of 
many from Great Britain ſnould be turn- 
ed that way, ſome of whom ſhould ſeal 
their teſtimonies with their. blood; in the 
declaring of which, and much more 
(omitted for brevity's ſake) great tender- | 
neſs appeared in him, through the virtue 
and power of the divine anointing, in 8 
Vu Ri 10 al 
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which his underſtanding was very bright. 
We have cauſe to magnify the Lord our 
God, for ſending this his approved 
miniſter amongſt us, and for the many 
profitable and very memorable opportu- 
nities we had with him: the account of 
whoſe deceaſe affected our minds with 
ſorrow, by reaſon of the churches loſs, 
eſpecially in Ireland, where he ſojourned, 
and where his removal out of this life is 
doubtleſs lamented by the faithful, who 
had ſo often and largely been refreſhed 
and edified by his labours of love, in 
the gift of the miniſtry. 

To conclude, we have this teſtimony to 
bear, touching the behaviour and conver- 
ſation of our ſaid friend, when with us; 
That it was the confirmation of his doc- 
trine, being the practice of that holy re- 
ligion he taught, with great ſincerity and 
ſucceſs. And ſpending the time of his 
ſojourning on earth in — was preſerved 
to ancient years; and now, having finiſh- 
ed his day and teſtimony, he reſts from 
his labours, and his works follow him. 
Signed on behalf of friends in Virginia, the 
fourteenth of the fifth month, 1726, by 


John Porter, John Small, | 
Samuel Sebrell, Gerard Robert Elliſon, 
Rubert jordan, Nathan 3 5 
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A Teſtimony concerning our de- 
ceaſed Friend Thomas WILSON, 
from the Yearly-Meeting held at 
Burlington for Pennſilvania and 
the Jerſeys, the Eighteenth Day of 

the Seventh Month, 1728. 


UR late worthy friend, Thomas 
Wilſon, twice viſited America; the 
firſt time was about the year 1691, and 
the laſt about the year 1713, each time 
accompanied by our eſteemed friend 
James Dickenſon, both viſits. were ſer- 
viceable and acceptable, but the former 
more particularly fo, inaſmuch as it hap- 
pened at a juncture when many were 
ſtaggering in their principles, occaſioned 
by the oppoſition and ſeparation made by 
one George Keith, a man who had been 
of ſome note amongſt friends, a writer 
of many books, of reputation for learn- 
ing, and 2 as a miniſter, whoſe 
peeviſh diſpoſition, pride of heart, and 
wrong ſpirit, ſoon appeared to faithful 
friends, . and thoſe' he called a party 
againſt him, and upon the arrival of 
Thomas and James, endeavoured by 
fawning and ſoothing ways to gain * 
who, 
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who as ſtrangers and worthy friends, 
might otherwife be a weight againſt 


him; but it was to little purpoſe, our 


faid deceaſed friend ſoon perceived the 
ſpirit and deſign of the man, and the 
evil tendency of that ſeparation, and 
ſtood faithfully in his teſtimony againſt 
it, to the re-eſtabliſhing many, and 
greatly to the comfort of honeſt hearted 
friends, who mourned in thoſe times of 
trial and deſolation; nor was our ſaid 
friend without a ſight of the downfal of 
that perverſe ſpirit, as the event diſco- 
vered, but at times boldly declared it, 
and it ſoon after came to paſs. But 
enough of this, which had been impro- 
perly mentioned here, could 1t well have 
been avoided, when we were calling to 
mind the ſervice and labour of love of 
our late friend, to whom we now return. 
His teſtimony was. powerful and per- 
ſuaſive, and a lively zeal mixed with 
love attended it; as he was a miniſter 
of the goſpel and truth of our Lord Jeſus, 
he was manifeſtly ſupported and. enabled 
by him in that work; not ſoothing or 
daubing with any. His zeal againſt hy- 
pocriſy and immorality was eminent, 
and his encouragement to ſobriety, ſin- 
cerity, and holy living, very remarkable: 
he 
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he ſpared not himſelf in hard travels, 
ſcarcely at any time did he indulge him- 
ſelf in ſo much reſt and eaſe as his body 
required. He was exemplary 1n life, 
abſtemious, and temperate, cautious of 
giving juſt offence to any, not buſy 
beyond his calling, and, in a word, a 
bright example to thoſe who may follow 
him in the ſame good work. 


Read, approved, and ordered to be 
ſigned on behalf of the ſaid meet- 
ing, by 


Isaac Norris, 


Clerk of the ſaid meeting. 


James 
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James Dickenſon's Teſtimony con- 


cerning his Friend and Compa- 
nion, in the Work of the Goſpel, 
THOMAS WiLson, deceaſed. 


BEING 


Teſtimony to the ſufficiency of 
the Lord's power, and work 
thereof, as it is revealed in the hearts 


of the children of men, in this age of 


the world (as well as in former ages) 
unto all who have their minds turned to 


the light of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo as 
to believe and walk therein, theſe come 
to have fellowſhip one with another, 


and know the blood of Jeſus Chriſt to 
cleanſe them from unrighteouſneſs, and 
are fitted for the ſervice of God; one 
of which, was this my dear friend and 
companion, Thomas Wilſon. . 
The firſt time I was acquainted with 


him, was in the year 1682, when he had 
the motion of the Lord's power upon 


him to preach the everlaſting goſpel in 
the nation of England, he being at our 
week-day meeting at Pardſey, where 
his mouth was opened in a powerful 

C 2 teſtimony, 
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teſtimony, to the tendering of many 
hearts, and the meeting was brought 
under a deep baptiſm of one fpirit into 
one body, and drank into one ſpirit; 
after which, he ſoon took ſhipping for 
Ireland, and I having a concern upon 
me to go into that nation, haſtened after 
him, where we found it our place to 
travel together, (as doth appear in his 
Journal) the power of the Lord was 
wonderfully with him, and made him 
as a cloud folded, full of rain, carried 
by the breath of the Almighty, to water 
the ground. He had great ſervice 
while I was with him, and ſeveral were 
convinced by him. : 
In the year 1683, he viſited ſeveral 
counties in the North of England, it 
being a time of great perſecution, and 
the Lord's power was wonderfully mani- 
felted for our help and preſervation. 
Some officers came to Kendal, where' 
Thomas was then declaring the way of 
life and ſalvation, in the mighty power 
of God, fo that the teſtimony of truth 
vas ſet overall; and though they pulled 
him out of the door, yet had not power 
to take him away with them, but let 
him return in again, and we kept the 
meeting in the authority of the Lord's 
LD power, 
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power, until we found freedom to con- 
clude it in a ſenſe of the love of God, 


with thankſgiving unto him. 


In the year 1684, we travelled toge- 
ther through many counties in England, 
and through Wales; in which journey 
he had great ſervice, the Lord making 
him as a flame of fire againſt ſin and 
wickedneſs, and often as a cloud full of 
rain, to comfort the afflicted. We met 


with no informer in this journey, till 


we came into South- Wales, at Red- 
Stone, (as may be ſeen in his journal) 
where they endeavoured to break up 
our meeting, and could not; but (as 
we heard afterward) the friends of that 
meeting were very largely fined, though 
the diſtreſs was prevented by means of 
moderate juſtices, after the death of 
King Charles the Second. | 
And when: the ſaid informer came alſo 
to Haverford-Weſt, with a juſtice to 
aſſiſt him, the power of the Lord was 
ſo eminently with Thomas, in his teſ- 
timony, that the juſtice ſaid, If theſe 
* be the Quakers, I never heard the like, 


e let them alone.“ In the time of this his 


travel (or journey) many were con- 
vinced, and turned to the Lord's teach - 
ing. He alſo travelled in the year 1688, 
C 3 through 
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through the South and Weſt parts of 
England, wherein the Lord ſupported 
him by his heavenly power, ſtill adding 
a bleſſing to his labours. . 

In the year 1691, we entered upon 
our long voyage to America, taking 


ſhipping at London for Barbadoes, (and 


A 


the Lord ſhewed us things to come) it 


being a time of war between France and 


England. It was ſhewed him, we ſhould 
meet with the French fleet, which we 
did: and it was an exerciſe to us, but 
our cries and tears being poured forth 
to the Lord, he ſtretched out his 
arm for our help, and wonderfully de- 
livered us, by ſending a great fog (or 
miſt) which blinded the eyes of our 
enemies, they took all the fleet, except 
the ſhip we were in, and other two. 


My companion had been exerciſed three 


days. in prayer and faſting, that we 
might be preſerved, and the Lord heard 
his prayers, and reſtrained the hands of 


wicked men; ſo that all thoſe on board 


were made to confeſs it was a miraculous 


deliverance; and even in the time of trial, 
we felt the Lord's living preſence won- 


derfully with us, to the melting of our 


hearts, and ſtrengthening our faith, in the 
ſufficiency of his power, that is over all. 
After 


ed 
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After which, on a firſt day of the week, 
the company of the other two ſhips 
came aboard the ſhip we were in, and 
we had a large meeting, wherein the 
everlaſting goſpel of life and ſalvation 
was declared amongſt them, and they 
were made to acknowledge 1t was the 
wet - - 

When we came into the latitude of 
Barbadoes, we met with another trial, 


in being chaſed by a man of war; but 


our eye was to the Lord. The company 
concluded to fight him, and made pre- 
paration for it, having. their places 
ordered them where they ſhould be; 
but the captain (knowing 1t was matter 
of conſcience to us) was civil, and bade 
us go to the doctor, if we pleaſed; at 
which the paſſengers were very angry, ſay- 
ing, © We deſerved to be ſhot to death.“ 


We told them, Chriſt's kingdom is not 


of this world, and therefore his ſervants 
cannot fight, But ſeeing the captain 
was ſo kind as to give us liberty of 
chooſing our places, we would be on the 
quarter-deck. with him, which greatly 
confounded thoſe who were ſo much 
againſt us, and gave us an opportunity 
to ſet the teſtimony of truth over them, 
It proved to be an Engliſh man of war. 

G4 - We 
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We landed in Barbadoes the twenty- 
fourth of the fixth month, where my ſaid 
companion had great ſervice for the 
Lord, many hearts being tendered- un- 
der his teſtimony, and ſeveral cenvinced. 
His labours were .alſo great in New- 
England, Rhode-Iſland, Long-Iſland, 
Eaſt and Weſt-Jerſey, Pennſilvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, Carolina, Antigua, 

and Nevis, where many were convinced 
by him, in ſome of which places he 
me through many perils by ſea and 
land, lodging out in the woods in winter 
ſeaſons; and the greateſt of all, was 
falſe brethren, but the Lord's power 
ſupported him over all. 

When we were clear of America, we 
took ſhipping at Nevis, the twenty ſixth 
of the twelfth month, and landed at the 
Highlands of Scotland, the fifteenth of 
the ſecond month, 1693, and thence re- 
turned into Cumberland, being filled 
with thankfulneſs to the Lord for his 
wonderful deliverances; and though we 
went forth weeping, bearing precious 
ſeed, we returned rejoicing, with ſheaves 
in our boſoms, and-afterwards travelled 
together up to London, where we met 
with friends from moſt parts of the na- 
tion, who were glad to ſee us, and the 


Lord's 
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Lord's power was {til made manifeſt for 
our help in his ſervice, bleſſed be his 
holy name for ever! We being ſenſible, 
that without Chriſt we could do nothing, 
he wrought all for us, and in us, and 
ſtrengthened our-faith in the ſufficiency 
of his power: in which faith, this my 
ſaid friend lived, and went- through 


great rtribulation, and I doubt not is 


entered into reſt. Our fellowſhip was 


great, and the Lord made us one, both 


in tribulation and joy, being bound up 
together in the bond of love. : 

In the year 1713, we took our ſecond 
voyage together for America, and the 
Lord made way for us, both inwardly 
and outwardly, and preſerved us near 


to himſelf, and one to another, we hav- 


ing nothing in our eye, but the honour 


of his name, and good of mankind. 


And I know there was not any thing 
more delightful to my dear companion 
than to be under the influence of God's 
Holy Spirit, wherewith he was often 
filled, not only for his own good, but 
the good of others, he having a diſpen- 
ſation of the everlaſting goſpel com- 
mitted to him of God, which he preached 
freely, and it was his care to keep it 
without charge; and though he had a 

large 


SS | 
large gift, beyond many, yet was glad 
of the leaſt child who ſpake from the 
motion of God's Spirit, he having learn- 
ed to caſt down his crown at the feet of 
the Lamb, for whoſe exaltation he was 
given up to ſpend and be ſpent. He 
had great ſervice in this laſt viſit in 
America, and was greatly comforted in 
ſeeing the fruit of his former labours, 
and thoſe who had been convinced by 
him, walking in the light of the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt. _ | . 

I might ſay much of my own know- 
ledge concerning his great, faithful, and 
diligent labours in the work of the goſpel, 
(of which a ſmall account is given in his 
journal) yet what I have ſaid, is not to 
attribute any thing but to the Lord's 

er, (which wrought effectually in 

im, and whereof he was a faithful wit- 
neſs) to whom be glory for ever, Amen. 


James DickBNSOx. 
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The Teſtimony of George Marke, 


concerning our dear Friend THo- 
MAS WILSON deceaſed. 


Had ſome knowledge of him before 

he was convinced of the bleſſed truth, 
whereof he afterwards became an able 
miniſter; in which time of my firſt ac- 
quaintance with him he was light and 
airy in converſation, much given to fport- 
ing and jeſting, having an inclination 
(thereby) to make people laugh and be 
merry, as he then called it; but in a little 
time after, the Lord was pleaſed to vifit 
him, and break his reſt, giving him a 
fenſe of the vanity, and unprofitable 
way of living, wherein he then feemed 
to have a life; and in a ſhorr time a 
very great change was wrought in him, 
all his mirth was turned into mourning, 
and his laughter into lamentation; then 
ſolitary places became his refort, and 
the Lord having in fome meaſure opened 
his underſtanding, he was earneſtly con- 
cerned to ſeek for a Saviour, and zealous 


in going conſtantly to hear the prieſts, 


and ſome other profeſſors, and would 
bring a great deal of what he had heard 
home with him, repeating it over, as 
willing 


{ mr » 


willing to feed a little upon it: which 
. proving like huſks, no ſolid food to a 
ſeeking languiſhing ſoul, he came gradu- 
ally to be made ſenſible by the glimpſe 
of that goſpel light, ſhining in his own 
conſcience, that all the performances he 
could attain to in that ſtate, being empty 
and fruitleſs, brought no laſting peace 
unto him; ſo in a while he Ie hear- 
ing the prieſts, and frequented Friends 
meetings, and the Lord, in his own time, 
was pleaſed further to viſit him, where- 
by he was tendered and broken at times, 
ſcarcely able to contain himſelf under 
the great exerciſe of Spirit that was 
upon him; but the Lord, who had 
wounded, . was pleaſed, in due ſeaſon, to 
pour healing oil into his afflicted ſoul, to 
the comforting and ſtrengthening of his 
inward man, 15 that he had a few words 
ſometimes in the meeting; his appear- 
ance therein was in great dread and fear, 
and his words piercing, being attended 
with a divine authority, and ſeveral were 
convinced by him in the early time of 
his miniſtry: one inſtance I may relate, 
he was concerned in teſtimony at the 
burial of a friend that belonged to our 
meeting at Moſedale; the burying-place 
being near my houſe, and four of my 
Ot ED ſervants 
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ſervants (not of our perſuaſion) who were 
at work a little diſtance off, hearing the 
ſound of his voice, left their work, and 
drew near to hear him, where they were 
ſo reached by his teſtimony, that, to the 
beſt of my remembrance, they never went 
any more to hear a prieſt, but were all 
convinced, and came amongſt friends. 
- He was one whom the Lord was pleaſ- 
ed to bring through the furnace of afflic- 
tion, and make a choſen veſſel for his 
uſe and ſervice, being ſoon called to 
travel abroad in the work of the miniſtry ;. 
fo that his outward ſettlement, or place 
of abode, was little more amongſt us; 
but this I may ſay (I believe with many 
more) that when it pleaſed the Lord to 
caſt his lot amongſt us, we partook of 
his ſervice which the Lord concerned him 
in, with great ſatisfaction, comfort, and 
confirmation in the bleſſed truth. 
So ſhall conclude with my firm per- 
ſuaſion cencerning him, that he was one 
of the valiants of Iſrael, who hath done 
his day's work carefully, and is entered 
into that reſt prepared of the Father for 
the faithful; and though he is removed, 
yet his memory will live amongſt us. 


Moſedale, in Cumber- 
land, the 28thof the 


Groree Marks. 
3d Month, 1726. 
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The Teſtimony of Thomas Prieſt- 
man concerning his dear Friend 
TROMAS WILSON, deceaſed. 


HAT the Lord our God, who is 
dhe Father of mercies, hath in this 
day (as in former ages) viſited a people, 
with the day-ſpringing from on high, is 
ſignally manifeſted and experienced, and 
that he fails not to anſwer the deſire and 
breathings of that ſoul which feels its 
want of him, and ſeeks him in ſincerity, 
however bewildered at times, not know- 
Ing where to find him, whom it ſeeks 
after, is evident, by his gracious viſita- 
tion of this our dear friend, Thomas 
Wilſon, who, I believe, did ſincerely 
ſeek after the knowledge of the truth; 
(that he might not be deceived) and 
though his exerciſe of ſpirit was great, 
with ſtrong cries and groans that could 
not be uttered in words; yet the Lord, 
who has ſaid, Call upon me in the time 
« of trouble, and I will hear and deliver 
cc thee,” anſwered the deſire of his long 
mournful and diſtreſſed ſoul, , = 

re- 
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I remember one time at a meeting at 
Wood- Hall, a friend there warned the 
people, and ſaid, it was a day of viſita- 
tion to ſome in that place; and Thomas 
Wilſon was wonderfully broken in ſpirit, 
in a lamentable manner, (as at ſome 
other times) until it pleaſed the Lord to 
reveal his Son in him, and give him an 
underſtanding of what he ſhould do, 
which, for a ſeaſon, he was unwilling 
to give up unto; but the Lord's power 
prevailed, and made him willing to deny 
himſelf, and obey the Lord, in declaring 
the word of life, (as required) and which 
often ſprang through him, to the refreſh- 
ing and comforting of the church of 
Chriſt, and convincement of ſeveral; 
alſo many who had travelled and been 
afflicted in ſpirit with him, that he might 
be preſerved and brought through to the 
praiſe of God, were made glad, he often 
having a word in ſeaſon from the Lord, 
to ſpeak in great love and tenderneſs to 
tribulated ſouls, remembering he had 
been afflited, and not comforted for a 
time. 

Much in truth might be ſaid on the 
behalf of this our friend and brother, 
of whom I had many times a feeling 
ſenſe while amongſt us; but need not 


make 
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make any apology for him, whoſe works 
and labours of love for God and his 
people, declare aloud for him, whereby 
he'being dead, yet ſpeaketh. He is freſh 
in the remembrance of many of us, and 
the dealings of God with him, who 
raiſed him from a low degree, and made 
him an able miniſter of the goſpel, to 
turn people to the knowledge aud obe- 
dience of the truth in themſelves. 


THOMAS PRIESTMAN. 


Dearuddin 7 
the 2oth . 2 AF 59 


ad Month, 1726. 
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THOMAS WILSON. 


Was born in Soulby, in the pariſn of 
Daker, and county of Cumberland; 
my parents names were Edward and 
Ann Wilſon, who brought me up in 
the profeſſion of the churchof England, 
and taught me the catechiſm, having been 
ſprinkled, or baptized in my infancy, ac- 
cording to the manner of that church, 
While I was a youth, I had great hun- 
gerings and thirſtings in my heart after 
righteouſneſs, and the true knowledge of 
the living God, and of his Son Jeſus 
1 D Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, in which time I went with great 
diligence to hear the prieſts; and when 
there, did carefully mind what was 
ſpoken: and when I heard of a prieſt 
that was noted for a good man, and 

preached two ſermons in one day, I went 
from our own partſh, after the forenoon 
ſermon, eight miles on foot to hear an 
_ afternoon ſermon, And the more I ſought 
to hear, my inward hunger and thirſt 
more encreaſed, ſo that I was ſenſible of 
great poverty of ſpirit; and in the time 
of ſinging pſalms, a thoughtfulneſs came 
into my heart, that men ſhould be made 
holy, before they cauld rightly ſing to 
the praiſe and glory of God; and my 
mouth was ftapped from finging with 
them, through a godly ſorrow that was 
in my heart, with ſecret cries and humble 
prayers to the living Lord God of heaven 
and earth, for the knowledge of the way 
of ſalvation; but being yet in the wil- 
derneſs of men's doctrines, creeds, arti- 
cles, and outward forms, could not find 
true peace in conſcience, nor ſee any 
bright beams of ſalvation. In which ſtate 
I travelled in great godly ſorrow, having 
religious ſcekings in my heart; and be- 
ing weary of the heavy load of fin, as 
alſo the doctrines and worſhip of men's 
making, my mind was much inclined to 
| _ diſpute 
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diſpute about religion with all ſorts of 
profeſſors that I met with, yet ſtill could 
not meet with (or find) inward peace of 
conſcience; but many texts of holy 
ſcripture were opened to my underſtand- 
ing, ſo that I began to ſee what was not 
of faith, was ſin,” even in points of wor- 
ſhip and pretended ſervice to the great 

God; remembering the ſaying of our 


bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to 


the Scribes and Phariſees formerly, «* Ye 

« hypocrites, well did Eſaias propheſy of 

© you, ſaying, This people draweth nigh 
z, This peop 

« unto me With their mouth, and honour- 

« eth me with their lips; but their heart 

« 1s far from me. But in vain they do wor- 


' © ſhip me, teaching for doctrines the com- 
« mandments of men”. Mat. xv. 7, 8, 9. 


Thus being made ſenſible, that too 


many of the doctrines of the church 


wherein J was educated, were precepts of 


men's making, and that our bleſſed Lord 


and heavenly. Saviour had faid to the 
woman of Samaria, at Jacob's well, The 
« hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
« worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in 
e Spirit and in Truth; for the Father feek- 
te eth ſuch to worſhip him. God is aSpirit, 
« and they that worſhip him, muſt wor- 
ee ſhip him in Spirit and Truth.” John iv. 
23, 24. This worſhip, in the renewings of 
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the Holy Ghoſt, and not in the oldneſs of 
the letter, I greatly longed to know, but 
eould not find it, neither could any prieſt 
I converſed with tell me how or where 
to find it. But after long travel of ſpirit, 
and great concern of ſoul, the Lord was 
graciouſly pleaſed ro make me ſenſible, 
that what was to be known of God, was 
manifeſted in man; about which time I 
went.into an evening meeting of the peo- 
ple called Quakers, with ſtrong deſires in 
my mind to the Lord, that if it was the 
true way of ſalvation which the Quakers 
preached, I might have ſome inward feel- 
ing, and teſtimony thereof, by the bleſſed 
word in my own heart; and after fitting 
ſome time in ſilence, a friend began to 
ſpeak, directing and exhorting to an in- 
ward waiting upon the Lord in faith, to 
_ receive power from him over every un- 
clean thought, &c. by which heavenly 

wer they might glorify and praiſe the 

oly name of the Lord, through the 
ability of his own free gift. 

This I underſtood to be his holy word 
of grace, which the true apoſtles of our 
dear Lord and bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
preached, and turned the minds of people 
unto, and then I felt my ſoul much in 
loye therewith; and ſmiting upon my 
| breaſt, ſaid in my heart, This is what ! 


greatly 


67 


greatly wanted : that is, power againſt 


every vain thought and idle word, being 
things that troubled me, the Lord's power 
aroſe in the meeting, and fell mightily 


upon me, to the breaking and tendering 
of my heart, and a glorious time it was, 


as the mighty day of the Lord; ſo that 


great fear, trembling, and ſhaking ſeized 
me, inſomuch that the table whereon I 
leaned and friends fat was ſhaken: thus 
being ſenſible in ſome meaſure of the glo- 


rious name and power of the Lord Jeſus, I 


was full of inward cries, to this effect, O 
Lord! create in me a clean heart; for I ſaw 
the old one was not clean, and that I had 
been kiſſing the letter, but not the Son, as 


adviſed by the holy ſcripture, which ſaith, 


« Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, &c.“ 


And now was a time of the Lord's fierce 
anger becauſe of ſin, he having ſhewed me 
all things that ever I had done, and con- 


demned the evil; ſo I was made willing 
to love and dwell under his righteous 
judgments, being truly convinced, that 
was the way to come unto the mercy ſeat. 
And then it was upon my mind, that I 
muſt ceaſe from all the doctrines of men, 
will-worſhip, hearing the prieſts, and re- 
peating their ſermons, which I had de- 
Iighred in, and was in the practice of, as 
religious duties; it being made plain to 
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me, that I ſhould turn from them, and 
mind the gift which was in me, and fit 
down among friends in their ſilent meet- 
ings, to wait upon the Lord in retired- 
neſs of mind, for his heavenly teachings 
and holy leadings, in the performance of 
which inward, divine, and heavenly wor- 
ſhip, the great power of God did won- 
derfully break in among us, and many 
young people were convinced of the in- 
ward work of God, and turned to the 
Lord with all their hearts. The meeting, 
in general, became very tender and hea- 
venly-minded, and friends had great love 
one to another, the heart-melting power 
of the Lord being much felt and inwardly 
revealed, when no words were ſpoken by 
either man or woman. In this ſtate we 
travelled in the ſilence of all fleſh, in 
which time the Lord often renewed our 
{ſtrength in the inward man, ſo that we 
knew and experienced what the apoſtle 


exhorteth the primitive Chriſtians unto, 


(even) © Chriſt to dwell in us by faith,” 
and the renewings of the Holy Ghoſt en- 
creaſed, and were ſhed on us abundantly 
in our meeting, whereby ſome were ſo 
filled, that they were concerned to de- 
clare and preach the things of 'the king- 
dom of God, and what he had done for 
their ſouls. One of the firſt that 33 
| Ort 
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forth in prayer and ſupplication to the 
Lord, was William Greenup, and 1 was 


the next that came forth there in a tef- 
timony for the Lord, Which was in very 
great fear and much trembling, the word 
of the Lord, in and through me, was as 
a devouring fire, burning againſt all fin 
and iniquity; and the Lord made us ery 
aloud to turn people from all vain wor- 


| ſhips to the living God, that is a Holy 


Spirit; and the precious life of Jeſus 
broke in wonderfully amongſt us, ſo chat 
we felt drawings to viſit other meetings in 
the country, wherein the Lord's heavenly 
power was plentifully enjoyed amongſt 
us, and ſeveral convinced of the truth; 
who turned to the Lord with all their 
hearts, and joined with friends; partieu- 
larly in our own meeting, whereby it was 
enlarged. I was often very much affected 
in feeling the love and power of God 
break through the whole meeting; and 
(many ſuch heavenly meetings we had, 
and the word of the teſtimony, in the 
Lord's miniſters, encreaſed amongſt us) 
then found further drawings to other 
counties, and viſited the meetings of 


friends in Lancaſhire and Weſtmorland. 


In the year 1682, it was upon me from 


_ the Lord, in a divine opening, to viſit 
friends in ſome parts of Ireland. I took 
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ſhipping at Workington, and landed at 
Dublin, where I was altogether a ſtranger, 
but after I had ſtaid a meeting amongſt 
friends, they enquired which way I in- 
tended to go; I told them, I had a deſire 
to go ſee ſome friends that dwelt be- 
tween the weſt and north; a friend an- 
ſwered, he did think there was no ſuch 
place inhabited by friends, (or to that 
effect) but if I would ſee friends, I muſt 
go north or ſouth, which brought great 
trouble upon my mind, and I became 
very low in ſpirit, queſtioning in my ſelf, 
whether I was not miſtaken in that which 
I thought was the Lord's powerful open- 
ing in my heart, ſhewing me both the 
place and people, and wherein I thought 
Thad the mind of Chriſt, in the holy viſion 
of life, and the cries of my heart were 
great unto the Lord (in ſecret) why I was 
miſtaken, but after ſome time, a living 
hope ſprung in me that Iwas not miſtaken, 
and that the friends lay, (or inhabited) 
as I had ſeen. L 
A friend, named Abraham Fuller, ſpoke 
kindly to me, and ſaid, he lived near the 
middle of Ireland, and if I would go with 
him, we might get a meeting amongſt 
friends at Edenderry, and in the way I 
had much peace in going with him. We 
had a bleſſed meeting with friends at 
| Eden- 
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Edenderry; and next day, travelling to- 


wards Lehinche, where he dwelt, he aſked 
me if I underſtood the compaſs, I told him 
no, and that I had not ſeen any compaſs 
in all my life-time, but that in the ſhip 
wherein I came to Dublin. He was then 
very chearful, and lovingly ſaid, he re- 
membered that I had ſaid in Dublin, I 
would go between the weſt and north, 
which now, ſaid he, I ſee is true, for we 
go even as thou then ſaid; at which I 
was truly thankful to the Lord, who never 


fails to be gracious, and his bleſſed word 


is infallible. | For then I (like Samuel) 
knew it was the word of the Lord that 
called me into his work and ſervice, and 
ſhewed me theſe things before I went 
from home, We came chearfully on our 
way, until we got toLehinche, and thence 


to the Moate, where we had a bleſſed 


heavenly meeting; ſo to Mountmelick, 
and had a meeting there, and thence to 


James Hutchinſon's, and from thence to 


the Province-Meeting at Caſtledermot. 
This Province- Meeting was large, and 


divers able friends in the miniftry were 


there; but I was very low in my mind, 
and did not go up into the gallery, but 
ſat down a little within the door, and 
many people came in, ſo that the place 


about where I ſat was much thronged; 


and 


EE Lane „  _—_—__oooS 


— ' 
2 n 
P 


is. 
is 
: 
1 
N I 
90 5 
Ty 
$ 


( 10/) 


and it being a time that the rabble ſort 
of people were very rude, ſeveral ſuch 
were;there that — and I being under 
great exerciſe of ſpirit, the — Þ word 
of the Lord filled my heart, ſo I ſtood up 
and preached the 0 in the demon- 
ſtration of the ſpirit and power that was 
upon me. The rude rabble were aftoniſh- 
ed, and became very quiet, and the Lord's 
heavenly power did ſhine forth gloriouſly, 
under a weighty ſenſe whereof the meet- 
ing held and concluded. This meeting 
brought me into great acquaintance with 
friends, unto whom I had. before been a 
ſtranger, notwithſtanding I underſtood 
afterwards they were ſore afraid when I 
ſtood up, that my appearance would have 
been very hurtful, but it proved other- 
wiſe, to their great ſatisfaction. 
After this meeting, I went into the 
county of Wexford, and vilited friends, 
having ſeveral bleſſed heavenly meetings 
with them in that county: they were a 
lowly, plain people; and from thence 1 
came into the county of Wicklow; ſome 
little time after, the motion of life in me 
for travelling ceaſed, and I durſt then go 
no- further, bur ned back into the 
county of Wexford, and wrought katveſt 
work at Lamb's-Town, where Robert 
Cuppage, a friend in the miniſtry dwelt, 
| Who 


5 
ho had a concern to viſit friends in 
Munſter, and would have taken me with 
him for a companion; bur I told him 1 
durſt not go, becauſe the Lord had taken 
away the motion of life from me, as to 
that ſenſe, and I muſt wait upon the Lord 


to know his bleſſed will and good time, 


ſo I ſtaid working. 

In a little time after came James Dick- 
enſon, a young man, from Cumberland, 
to viſit friends, with intention to go into 


Munſter, and then the Lord was pleaſed 


to open my way to go with him; and we 


being both very young, travelled together 


in true brotherly love, great humility, 


and godly fear; and the bleſſed heavenly 

e of the Lord did often tender our 

hearts in meetings, as alſo the hearts of 
many friends, and we had a proſperous 
journey in the will of God. So | faw it 
was good to wait the Lord's time in all 

things; and having travelled through 
Leinſter and Munſter, James Dickenſon 
went northward, but I was afraid of run- 
ning before my true guide, (becauſe they 
who run, and are not ſent of God, can 
neither profit the people-nor themſelves) 
ſo I ſtaid at work in the tity of Waterford 
abyut a weeks, and went PE 
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good; ſo took ſhipping * landed at 
Liverpool, with my former companion, 
James Dickenſon; and though it was noẽ- 
a time of great perſecution of friends in 
England, it —— the Lord to give us a 
peaceable and proſperous journey through 
the meetings of friends all along 1 in our 
way to Cumberland. 

In a little time after, I, with my dear 
companion, James Dickenſon, viſited 
friends in the two counties of Cumber- 
land and Weſtmorland. Ar Kendal ſome 
perſons came to break up our meeting, 
and began to pull out friends; and, in a 
very rude manner, took out my com- 
panion. Then- the word of the Lord 
came mightily upon me, and I was rade 
bold to ſtand up and preach the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel amongſt them all; the holy 
power of the Lord came mightily over 
the hearts of friends, and even the op- 
poſers were made quiet a conſiderable 
time; but after I had ſtood about an 
hour, they came and pulled me to the 
door; I aſked for my hat, and they ſaid, 
Give him his hat, he does well to pur it 
off when he preaches. And after they 
had aſked me many queſtions, I aſked 
one of them, Whether he was a believer 
in Jeſus Chriſt or not? He ſaid, He was, 
and allo in the apoſtles doctrine. N oe 

told 


4 
1 told him, he never read that either 
Chriſt or his apoſtles did enter into any 


religious aſſemblies, and diſturb them, 
as he did us, . N (alias Saul) 


before he knew the Lord Jeſus, for which 
fin he afterwards calls himſelf the chief 
of ſinners; ſo I bad him conſider, and 
ſat me down in the meeting, all being 
very ſtill, and in a little time James 
- Dickenſon kneeled down to prayer; the 
Lord's heavenly power came over all, 
and the meeting ended ſweetly. 
In the year 1684, I and my ſaid com- 


panion travelled through Lancaſhire and 


Cheſhire into Wales, and had many bleſ- 
ſed meetings both in North and South 
Wales, in all which way no informer diſ- 
turbed any of our meetings until we 
came to Redſtone, in Pembrokeſhire, 
where a conſtable, with awicked informer, 
and ſeveral other perſons came; and as I 
preached the word of the Lord to the 
people, the informer laid rude hands on 


me, and 33 me away; I ſpoke to him 
mildly, 


few words, and he did ſo: likewiſe the 
conſtable, and thoſe with him, ſat down, 
and ſtaid about an hour, in which time 
I preached the way of ſalvation to them 
all. After which James Dickenſon knee] - 
ed down to prayer, and the informer came 

| | to 


eſiring him to let me ſpeak a 


( 14 ) 


to pull him up from his knees, but could 
not, he being in fervent prayer to the 
Lord, ſo the meeting ended in a ſweet 
feeling of the Lord's 3 preſence; 
thankſgiving be unto him who lives for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
The ſaid informer came and laid his 
hands on me next, ſaying, I muſt go 
with him; 1 aſked, Whither? He ſaid, 
Before a juſtice; I aſked for his warranty 
he anſwered, He was a commiſſion officer, 
and that I had nothing to do to aſk him 
for a warrant. Friends told him, it was 
but a civil queſtion, at which he was very 
angry; but no man then laid hands on 
us to take us away, ſo we fell into ſome 
friendly diſcourſe. I was very pleaſant, 
and ealy in ſpirit; and walking to and 
fro in diſcourſe, one of the company ſaid, 
I ſmiled, which they admired at, we be- 
ing likely to go to priſon; I anſwered, 
That 1 came in the true love of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to viſit them, and had 
nothing but love and good will to them 
all; and turning to the informer, ſaid to 
him, If thou was in a journey, as we 
are, and any man ſhould aſk thee to go 
with him before a juſtice of the peace, 
without the king's juſtice's warrant, thou 
would think it below thee, as a man, to 
goſo. This being mildly ſpoken to him, 
k 1 1 he 


(8 I 

he gave a ſudden anſwer, ſaying, To be 
ſure he would. Then ſaid I, Conſider our 
caſe; whereupon, perceiving he had over- 
ſhot himſelf, he rode away and left us. 

We having appointed a meeting to be 
next day at Haverfordweſt, went thither 
that night, and next morning to the 
meeting; wherein after a little time, the 
glorious power of the Lord did ſhine, and 
that text of holy ſcripture, viz. Then 
* ſaid theſe men, we ſhall not find any 
te occaſion againſt this Daniel, except we 
« find it againſt him concerning the law 
« of his God.” Dan. vi. 5, And after 
they had prevailed with King Darius 
to ſign a decree, whereby Daniel might 
be enfnared in performing his duty unto 
his God, this righteous man ' declined 
not his duty, through fear of ſuffering, 
but was very bold, as well as innocent, 
as appears in the tenth verſe of the ſame 
chapter, viz. Now, when Daniel knew 


ce that the writing was ſigned, he went 


“e into his houſe; and his windows being 
c open, in his chamber, toward Jeruſalem, 
« he kneeled upon his knees three times 
ce a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
© before his God, as he did aforetime.” 


This ſubject was preached to the people, 


as our caſe, men having nothing againſt 
us, but for worſhipping the Lord God of 
N | Daniel 
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Daniel in his holy ſpirit, according to 
the inſtitution of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour, above ſixteen hundred years 

ago; and that in this glorious goſpel 
time, 'we are to be very diligent and 
faithful to the Lord, to keep up our re- 
ligious meetings, even in ſtormy times of 
perſecution, referting to that of Daniel, 
who was bleſſed of the Lord for his faith- 
fulneſs; boldly declaring and affirming, 
that the Lord, whom we ſerve in the 
goſpel of his Son, will reward all his 
faithful children -and people, inſtan- 
cing many proofs out of the holy ſcrip- 
tures. The aforeſaid informer, and ſe- 
veral prieſts, whereof his brother was one, 
together with ſome of the town-officers, 
being at the outſide of the houſe, and 
hearing theſe goſpel truths preached, 
were very ſober, and ſtaid a great while; 
then ſome of them ſaid, Let us pull 
them out of their meeting; but others 
ſaid, No, by no means, for if this be 


the Quaker's doctrine, it is good and 


ſound, we never heard the like, let them 
alone; ſo went away, and our meeting 
ended in prayer and thankdgiving to the 
great Lord of heaven and earth, who is 
worthy for ever and ever. 
This informer fined friends very much, 
but the Lord, by one means or other, 
1 prevent- 


ay © 


prevented- their 


goods from .being taken 
away, and Jaſtly, by the death of King 


Charles the Second. After which, no in- 


former troubled us in any meeting where I 
came, though we had many meetings to 
viſit, as 1n prog oy Herefordſhire, 
Radnorſhire, Montgomeryſhire, Shrop- 
ſhire, and Flintſhire; in all which meetings 
we had bleſſed ſweet waterings and a con- 
firming miniſtry, and friends were glad in 
that the God of peace had rebuked the 
ſtarm in thoſe parts. Now my companion 


and I parted for the ſervice ſake; he went 


into Ireland, and I travelled northward, 
and had a proſperous journey through 
Cheſhire, Fun 123k and Weſtmorland, 
Friends at Great Strickland, not being 
ſuffered to meet at their uſual meeting- 
place, met in the high-way before the 
meeting houſe door, and the officers 
came when I was preaching the word of 
the Lord, but were very ſober, and did 
not break up our meeting; from thence 
I came home, where my mother and fa- 
mily, with friends and neighbours, were 
very glad ta ſee me ſafe returned, in that 
ſtormy time. | 
After ſame ſtay at my outward employ 
about home, I found drawings to. viſit 
friends in Northumberland, Biſhoprick, 
and Yorkſhire, and had many bleſſed 
E meetings, 
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meetings, moſtly peaceable, though the 
ftortn of ec el was not yet fully 
ended. Iwent into Warwickſhire, Oxford. 
ſhire, and Oxford city, where I heard the 
ſcholars had been rude, and much abuſed 
friends. I went into that city on a firſt- 
oy morning, 1n great fear and humility, 
being a ſtranger to all friends there, and 
ſat me down in a corner of the meetin 
houſe, ' Friends ſat by the ſides of the 
Houſe, and left the middle empty for the 
rabble (as I thought); we having ſat a 
little time, a friend began to ſpeak, and 
had fpoken but a very few words before 
the ſcholars came in, in ſuch abundance, 
that I ſuppoſed they filled the middle 
part of the houſe. The friend ſat down 
as ſoon as they came in, and the meeting 
being in filence, they began to talk one 
to another, and ſpy out who would 
preach; and ſeeing me like a traveller, 
aid, That in the corner; looking rudely 

upon me; and, thus talking one to ano- 
ther for ſome time, the word of the 
Lord was ſtrong in my heart to preach 
unto them; but I was firſt to ſay, Sit 
down, young men, we ſhall be glad of 
pour company, ſo long as you are civil; 
which done, they all ſat down, and be- 
or to liſten earneſtly what I would ſay. 
| preached the way to the kingdom of 

; heaven 


E 
heaven to be in Jeſus Chriſt, regenera- 
tion, and to be born again; and that 
bleſſed Feſus taught this doctrine to Ni- 
codemus, Except a man be born again, 
« he cannot ſee the kingdom of God.“ 
John iii. 3. And though he was a maſter 
(or teacher) in Iſrael, yet being carnally 
minded, he could not underſtand theſe 
things ; neither can any carnal-minded 


men now know the things of Gad, „ For 


ce no man knoweth the Father but the San, 
« and he to whomfoever the Son will re- 
e veal him.“ So thoſe that preach againſt 
revelation, they preach againſt the true 
knowledge of the living Gad, and life 
eternal; for our bleffed Lord faid, © This 
is life eternal, that they might know 
te thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
ce whom thou haſt ſent.“ And this was in 
and by the Spirit and Haly Gift af his 


ſaving grace that brings ſalvation, and ſo 


went on in preaching as it opened in me. 
The ſcholars went away quietly, and the 
meeting ended in prayer to Almighty Gad. 


I went from Oxford to Highwycomb, 


and fo to the city of London, where I ſtaid 
ſome time, and had many bleſſed meetings 
amongſt friends; ſeveral of which meet- 
ings were held in the ſtreets, where friends 
were kept out of their meeting-houſes, 
and the Lord's holy word was preached 

E 2 boldly 
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boldly in the ſtreets of that “ Friends 


were then a lowly, humble- minded people, 
and the honour of the bleſſed truth was 
precious to many. 5 
From thence I travelled through ſome 
counties, in the way to Norwich, and had 
meetings amongſt friends, and an honeſt 
friend with me, that is, Samuel Walden- 
field, who had the way of ſalvation to 
preach in the powerful word of life. We 
had very large meetings in Norwich, 
there being a great openneſs in the people 
of that city, and many parts of the coun- 
ty, to receive the teſtimony of the Lord's 
truth, it being a time of convincement; 
from thence I travelled to Lincolnſhire 
and Yorkſhire, and ſo northward to Cum- 
berland, and had bleſſed meetings amongſt 
friends. ET 
Alter I had ſettled ſome time to my 
outward employ in Cumberland, I went 


to meetings up and down in that county, 


and was moved of the Lord to viſit friends 
in Wales, and thence to Briſtol, having a | 
very ſincere companion, William Green- 

up. We travelled together in great unity, 
and had many powerful meetings in 
divers places, the Lorg's heavenly 2 
did mightily break and tender the hearts 


of friends; and in the city of Briſtol, 
they ſaid, We came in the ſame power 


and 


1 --28® 3} 
and plainneſs that thoſe friends did, who 
were the firſt inſtruments in turning them 
to God. It was a time of great humilia- 
tion and thankfulneſs to the Lord, both 
in friends and people, of whom ſome 
were convinced, and turned to God. 

We went from Briſtol into Wales again, 
and ſtaid ſome time at Haverfordweſt, and 
had many large and heavenly meetings; 
and thence took ſhipping together for Ire- 
land, and came to Dublin, where we were 
gladly received by friends. And after 
having travelled through all, or moſt 
E of that nation, where friends in- 

abited, and had many bleſſed meetings, 
we came to the half- year's meeting at 
Dublin, where we parted. William went 
home, and 1 travelled again into the 
north part of Ireland, and ſtaid there ſome 
time amongſt friends; ſo took ſhipping at 
Carrickfergus, and landed in Scotland, 

and had 1 bleſſed heavenly meetings 
among friends there; from whence I re- 
turned to Cumberland, the place of my 
nativity, where my relations and friends 
were glad to ſee me well, upon my re- 
turn, Twas ſo long a journey, of about 
nine months time. I ſtaid here ſome 
time, working at my outward employ- 
ment, and was alſo at many bleſſed meet- 
Ings in this county. | 


E 3 | After 


1 
After this ſtay in Cumberland, I went 
thence with my dear companion, James 
Dickenſon, into the Weſt of England, in 
the Lord's work and ſervice: we had a 
precious Journey, being filled with the 
Holy Spitit, to preach the word of God; 
and meetings were now very large, many 
people came in to ſeek after the Lord's 
truth, and much deſired to hear the word, 
the ſtrong wind of perſecution being 
* ceaſed, fo that there was a great calm: 

we had glorious meetings, the Lord's 

tendering heart-melting . greatly 

breaking through them. We viſited the 
meetings in Somerſetſhire, Devonſhire, 
Cornwall, and to the Land's-End; ſo re- 
turned northward in great peace, and viſited 
friends in Glouceſterſhire, and Worceſter. 
ſhire, and parted at Coventry. James 
went to London, but I travelled north- 
ward, and viſited many, meetings both of 


the north and eaſt counties; fo went to 


London, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and preached the goſpel of the kingdom 
of heaven. From thencel returned to Cum- 
berland, where I ſtaid diligently at work 
for a time, then took 3 of friends, 
in order to enter upoſ a long journey. 
I firſt went Na. Welkadsthnd, and 
thence into Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, North 
and South Wales, and ſo to Briſtol, Somer- 
ſetſhire, 


had an opening from the Lord, chat it Was 
his holy will to deliver. us, and we Should 
live to fee it; which I believed, and was 
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ſetſhire, Dorſetſhire, Hampſhire, Surrey, 
and London, in which city I met with my 
dear companion, James Dickenſon, and 
was exceeding glad to ſee him. We both 


having had a great exerciſe in our minds 
to viſit the Lord's people in America; and 
having certificates on that account from the 


reſpective monthly meetings we belonged 


unto: we laid our intentions before friends 


at London, for their concurrence, which 


they received very kindly, and approved 


of, believing that the Lord had called us 


to preach his goſpel in that part of the 
world. But the times ſeemed like to be 
very dangerous and ſtormy ; the French 


being at war againſt England, had a-great 


fleet at ſea; and while we were in London, 
the rumour was, that the French fleet lay 


about thirty or forty leagues from the 
Land's-End of England, in the way we 


ſhould paſs; which brought a very great 


concern upon us, with many inw ard ſeek- 
ings and ſupplications to the Lord, if it 
was his bleſſed will, that he might be 
pleaſed to preſerve us. And being ſtrong 
in faith, that it was eaſy with the Lord 
God to deliver us, we truſted in his hol 
power; and I being in deep travail of foul, 


4 humbly 
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.humbly thankful to the Lord, and told 
my dear companion thereof with great 
joy; for we being nearly united in true 
love, could freely open our minds each to 
the other. He alſo told me, that being 
under a travail of ſoul, the Lord had ſhewed 
him, That the French fleet would encom- 
paſs us on both ſides, and alſo behind, 
and come very near, but the Lord would 
ſend in a great miſt and darkneſs between 
us and them, in which we ſhould ſail 
away, and ſee them no more. Thus we 
imparted our minds to each other before 
we left London; and our openings ſo 
agreeing one with another, we were the 
more confirmed that it was of the Lord. 
We ſtaid in the city till the Yearly-Meet- 
ing, 1691, was over (a bleſſed meeting it 
was) and friends tender love was towards 
us, many ancient friends being there; 
particularly William Edmunſon, from 
Ireland, who gave us tender advice, which 
we took very kindly, he having been in 
America in truth's ſervice.  _ 

| We failed from London to Graveſend, 
and had a bleſſed meeting there, with the 
friends that accompanied us from the 
city, and after meeting took leave of 
each other; we failed from thence to the 
Downs, and the maſter being very kind, 
we weat on ſhore, and had ſome . 
168 there- 
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thereabout, wherein the Lord's holy power 
tendered our hearts together; and from 
thence we ſailed to Plymouth, and went 
aſhore, where we had ſome bleſſed com- 
fortable meetings, and friends were very 
glad to ſee us. 5 5 1 
On the ninth day of the fifth month, 
1691, we went on board, and failed to 
Falmouth, where all the fleet put in; and 
at times we had very good meetings, 
both friends and people being very open 
to hear the truth declared, So after our 
return aboard the ſhip, and ſome time of 
failing, we met with the French fleet, 
who gave us chaſe, coming up under 
Engliſh colours, within muſket-ſhot of us; 
then the Engliſh, putting up their own 
colours, the French began to fire at them. 
The firſt French ſhip that came up was 
very large, and, as it is ſaid, had ninety 
guns; nigh unto which ſhip, were eleven 
more, and ſeventy fail behind them, as 
ſome of our company ſaid they counted; 
the firſt ſhip purſued us, and fired hard, 
a broadſide at every time; and being come 
up. within muſket-ſhot, the Lord was 
graciouſly pleaſed to hear our prayers, and 
ſent a great miſt, with thick darkneſs, 
which interpoſed between us and them, ſo 
that they could not ſee us, nor we them, 
any more; then James Dickenſon. _ 

oder rom 
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from his ſeat, and took me by the hand, 
ſaying, Now I hope the Lord will deliver 
us: for he had ſeen all fulfilled, which the 
Lord had ſhewed before we left London, 
This was cauſe of great gladneſs to me, 
who had been under a deep travail of ſpirit 
with faſtiag and prayer to the Lord, that 
he who ſmote his enemies in times paſt 
with blindneſs, might pleaſe to do fo now, 
which the Lord did pleaſe to anſwer, in 
a {ſenſe whereof our hearts were _ 
thankful to him. My fafting, praying 
and inward giving of thanks continued 
three days. 

To ſhi ps of our company that eſcaped, 
dame up with us, which we were glad to 
ſeeʒ and the captain of our veſſel, being 
- very kind man, called to thoſe in the 
other two ſhips to come aboard his, and 
have a meeting with us; which they rea- 
diy did, and a large and good meeting 
we had, giving glory to the Lord's holy 
name for his great deljverance; ſo ſailed 
on our way tejoicing, continuing healthy 
and well until we landed at Barbadoes, 
ty-fourth of the 
fixth month, 1691. Here we found a great 
ſickneſs among the people, but friends 
were glad to fee us. The firſt meeting we 
had there, was at the burial of a noted 
n, where we foundea forth the Om 
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of the Lord, a multitude of people be- 
ing there, both white and black, and the 
Lord's holy word erfully reached, 
and broke many of their hearts into 
tenderneſs; the blacks ſtood aſtoniſhed, 
with tears running down their cheeks 
and naked breaſts, We ſtaid above two 
months in that iſland, in all which time 
the ſickneſs raged, yet we had many 
large and precious meetings, to which 
there were great flocking, the people be- 
ing very much humbled by the fickneſs, 
and ſeveral received the truth, and joined 
with friends. So being clear in our ſpirits 
of that iſland, we parted with friends in 
great love and ſweetneſs. 0. 
On the twenty-ſecond of the eighth 
month, we took ſhipping for New-York, 
and arrived there the twenty · third of the 
ninth month next, being about a month's 
time; and though we had a great ſtorm 
in our paſſage, which laſted ten days, the 
Lord's good hand preſerved us; but the 
captain was very much down in his mind, 
and under indiſpoſition of body in the 
time of our voyage; and ſaid to me, We 
(meaning himſelf and the crew) ſhould 


die like rotren ſheep; I ſaid, No, captain, 
do not fear: for I faw that the tip would 
go ſafe in; and after forme further diſ- 
courſe, he hugged me in his arms, and 

ſeemed 
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| ſeeined to rejoice. ' We accordingly ar- 
rived at New-York, and had a meeting 
there, and from. thence went to Long 
Tfland,: where we had ſeveral good meet- 
ings with friends. Then the word of the 
Lord was in me, thus, Haſten, haſten, 
to viſit my great people in Philadelphia; 
ſo we went forward, having ſome good 
meetings in our way thither. LEED 
When we came to Philadelphia, there 
was a great diviſion raiſed amongſt friends 
by George Keith. We preached the Lord 
Jeſus powerfully amongſt them, and had 
ſome labour tending to peace. My com- 
anion had it. often upon him to warn 
them all to keep more inward to the 
Lord. After we had ſtaid ſome time 
there, and viſited friends in that province, 
having had many precious meetings 
amongſt them, ſome of which were kept 
without doors, for want of room, and 
great flockings to hear the truth declared, 
although it was winter time. We went 
from thence into Maryland, and viſited 
friends on the eaſtern and weſtern ſhore, - 
and travelled to Virginia, and had many 
good and comfortable meetings amongſt. 
them, the Lord's good preſence accom- 
panying us from time to time, and we 
Fund a tender humble people there. 8 
; 5 
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We. went from Virginia towards North 
Carolina, where the floods were ſo great, 
that we could not travel on horſeback, 
but waded bare-foot through ſwamps and 
waters; friends and people were exceed- 
ing glad to ſee us, they not having had 
any viſit by a travelling friend of the 
miniſtry for ſeveral years before. We 
had good ſervice amongſt them, for the 
Lord's heavenly power wonderfully ſup- 
ported us under our difficulties and hard 
travel, the country being ſo full of wild 
creatures, that wolves would come and 
roar about the houſes in the night time. 

So after having had many good and hea- 
venly meetings with friends there, we 
took leave of them, and returned through 
the wilderneſs to Virginia, and ſo travel- 
led up James's River, having meetings as 
we went, until we came to Currels's, 
where we had ſome meetings to ſatisfac- 
tion amongſt friends and people. 

We went from Currels's through the 
woods to Black-Creek, where we had ap- 
pointed a meeting; and none having been 
there before, the ſheriff, with ſome offi- 
cers, came to break up the meeting; 
James Dickenſon being then declaring, 
the ſheriff aſked him, From whom he had 
his commiſſion to preach? James anſwer- 
ed to this effect, I have my e 
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from the great God, unto whom thou 
and I muft give an account. At which 


words the ſheriff ſeemed much aſtoniſnu- 
ed; and after they had fome further dif- 
courſe, the ſheriff ſwore, for which James 
reproved him, and faid, The ſheriff ſhould 
not ſwear, who anfwered, I know I ſhould 
not ſwear, ſeeming then very mild, and 
faid, We had a gracious king and queen, 
and they had given us our liberty. I then 
ſtood up, and aſked the ſheriff a queſtion, 
being, de had ſaid, that we had a gra- 
cious king and queen, that had given us 
our liberty; (which was true) then by 
what law would the ſheriff perſecute us? 
He then turned about, and went away. 
Whereupon James Dickenſon fpake aloud, 
ſaying, Let the ſheriff anſwer the queſtion : 
which it doth not appear he did, but 
took the man of the houſe along with 
him a little way, and fent him back to 
bid ys go off his land; I told him, We 
did not come there without his leave, 
and both he and the people might know, 
we had not broken the king's law, but 
were there upon a religious account, and 
if they would have 1 atience, and 


hear what we had to ſay for the Lord, 
we would go peaceably away. Moſt of 
the people ftaid, and we had a heavenly 
meeting amongſt them; ſeveral were con- 

| vinced, 
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- vinced, and in a ſhort time after a meet- 
ing-houſe was built, and a meeting ſet- 
tled there, which I think is kept there till. 
After the ſaid meeting at Black-Creek, 
one Charles Fleming, who had not been 
at any of our meetings before, being 
reached by the truth, kindly invited us 
to lodge with him that night, which we 
did, and from his houſe travelled to- 
wards Maryland, having company a little 
way of the firſt day's journey, and then 
left- in .the woods; and after having tra- 
velled all day, we fat down in the duſk 
of the evening, to eat a little bread and 
cheeſe. My mare went out of my hand, 
and in a little time I perceived ſhe had 


found water, at which I was very glad; 


and, I think, I never drank any wine more 
ſweet and pleaſant to me, than that 
water was. 

We lodged that night in the woods, 
and as ſoon as the day brake ſet forward 
on our journey through the woods, 
northward; and as we were travelling, 
met with two men, one of which being 
an ancient comely man, kindly invited 
us to his houſe, where we ſtaid two nights, 
and had a meeting, though he was an 
elder among the Preſbyterians; he alſo 
lent us his boat to go over. Potomack 
River, and that night we lodged at a poor 


man's 
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man's houſe, and had no bed to lie in; as 
we were ſitting by his fire, he told us, 
that George Fox and John Burnyeat had 
travelled in thoſe parts, and had meetings 
*on both ſides the river, and many were 
convinced, but ſeveral of them fell away. 
We got next day over Pattuxent River, 
into Maryland, and had many bleſſed 
meetings amongſt friends on both ſides of 
the bay; and being clear of thoſe parts, 
went towards the lower counties of Penn- 
filvania, and ſo to the yearly- meeting at 
Salem, in Welt- Jerſey, which held ſeveral 
days, the Lord's holy power was largely 

manifeſted therein, and friends were in 
great love and unity. From thence we 
went to Philadelphia, where we found the 
difference between George Keith and 
friends broken out to an open ſeparation, 
he having gathered a company to himſelf, 
and ſet up a ſeparate meeting, which was 


cauſe of great exerciſe to faithful friends, 


and he ſeeing we did not go to his meet-. 


ing, ſent us a challenge to diſpute, which | 


we readily complied with, and had a 
7 with him and his party, a great 
many faithful friends accompanying us. 


We ſat a while in ſilence to hear his 
charges againſt friends, viz. that ſome of 
them were not ſound in faith, doftrine, 
and principle; but did not prove it, nor 

ſuffer 
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ſuffer friends to anſwer him, but went on 
in railing; we made remarks, though ſaid 
nothing, which raiſed a great deſire in 
him and his abetrors, to have another 
meeting with me and my companion; 
which we readily agreed to, provided 
ſome faithful friends went along with us, 
to bear witneſs, for I knew that the like 
ſeparate ſpirit, which had appeared in 
England, was a lying ſpirit. 

Some time after, having divers friends 
along with us, we met again with the ſaid 
George Keith, and the chief of his abet- 
tors; "and being quietly ſet to hear what 
he had to ſay, he advanced his former 
charge againſt. friends, as being unſound 
in faith, doctrine, *and principle; unto 
which 1 anſwered, ſaying, No error in 
faith, doctrine, or principle, of particu- 
lar men, or perſons, was a ſufficient rea- 
ſon for him to ſet up a ſeparate meeting. 
He oppoſed me; then I aſked liberty to 
be heard, and told him to this effect, 
If he and his company. were ſound in faith 
and doctrine, and men of God, they 
ſhould have kept up their teſtimony for 
the Lord in the meeting; and if there 
muſt have been a ſeparation, ſuch un- 
ſound men or perſons would have gone 
away from friends, as thoſe did formerly, 
of whom John ſaid, „ They went out 
F ce from 
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© from us, but they were not of us; for 
te if they had been of us, they would, no 
cc doubt, have continued with us; but 
« they went out, that they might be made 
te manifeſt that they were not all of us.” 

1 John ii. 19. I alfo aſked them, Where 

ever they knew faithful friends in England 
leave their meeting, and ſet up a ſeparate 
meeting? Thus we left the diſpute at that 
time, and went to viſit the meetings of 
friends in the Welſh track or plantation, 
and to and fro in the country; ſo return- 
ed again to Philadelphia, and had a third 
meeting (very large) with Keith and his 
party. I told them, They were gone from 

ine Lord in an airy flouriſh, and the wit of 
man, and had ſet up a ſeparate meeting; 
but in a little time the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs would ſhine amongſt them, and 
drive away the miſty doctrines of men, 
and that they (meaning the ſeparates) 
ſhould dwindle, die away, and come to 
nothing, except ſuch who were moſt 
honeſt towards God, who ſhould return to 
truth and friends; which, in a little 
time, was fulfilled in both reſpects. 
- Now leaving friends at Philadelphia, 
we went into the country to a meeting, to 
which George Keith came, and aſked me 
where we would be on the firſt-day, ſay- 
Ing, alfo, that he had appointed a meet- 
ing 


ing to be next firſt-day at Croflwick's;. 
— finding freedom, I went thither, but 

my eompanion, James Dickenſon, found, 
drawings from the Lord to go to Phila- 
delphia, and be at the meeting there that 
fell. day, to which George Keith came, 
contrary to his appointment, and, leaving 
his ſeparate meeting, met with friends in 
their large meeting-houſe and preached 
fawningly, as though he and James 
Dickenſon were in unity, but after he had 
done, James ſtood up in great authority 
in the Lord's power, and confuted 

George's doctrine and practice, ſettin 

truth over him and his party, and opene 
the myſtery of ſalvation to the people to 
their great ſatisfaction. After which, 
George Keith went away in great wrath; 
and the people, who were not friends, be- 
ing many, cried aloud, Give way, and 
let the devil come out, for the little black 
man from England has got the day. Af- 
ter which, George called his party toge- 
ther to their meeting-houſe, and told 
them, that James Dickenſon had never ap- 
peared againſt him till that day, but bad 
then made himſelf equal with Thomas Wil- 
ſon (meaning in oppoſition to him, &c.) 
After this meeting, James Dickenſon 
came to me at Croflwick's, from whence 
we travelled through Jerſey, and to the 
P'2 yearly- 
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arly-meeting at Fluſhing, on Long- 
Hand which was a large and bleſſed meet. 
ing; and after having viſited friends in 
that iſland, and had good ſervice for the 
Lord amongſt them, we travelled through 
the country, till we came to Rhode-Iſland, 
and were at the yearly-meeting there, 
which was very large and heavenly, the 
Lord's ' tendering power came mightily 
over it. We travelled from thence through 
New-England, till we came to Boſton; 
and after having had ſome ſervice for 
the Lord there, we travelled into the 
eaſtern parts of the country; and the 
Indian war being very hot at Hampton, 
and thereabout in the country, many of 
the people were gone into garriſons; and 
it was upon us to go to a garriſon, which 
we did, and had a meeting near it at a 
friend's houſe. After which meeting, we 
returned back to Salem, where friends 
were glad to ſee us ſafe, ſeveral having 
been murdered on the road, and ſome 
that ſame day. We went from thence to 
Boſton again, and enquired if any ſhip 
was bound from thence to Barbadoes; and 
there being one, but not fully ready, we 
went to Rhode-Iſland again, and had ſe- 
veral good meetings amongſt friends there; 
ſo parting with them in great love and 

tenderneſs, we returned to Boſton. 


On 
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On the ſeventeenth of the ſixth month, 
1692, we took ſhipping at Boſton for 
Barbadoes; and after we had been about 
two or three days at ſea, the ſhip. being 
new, ſprung a leak, and part of our 
lading being tar, ſome ran out of the 
barrels into the hold, and our pumps 
elogged, ſo things looked very dangerous. 
I tripped my ſelf to work at the pump, 
and James went with the captain to ſearch 
the hold, where they found a treenail-hole 
that the capenter had left unfilled up; 
and after they had got it ſtopped, 
(through the 1 8 great mercy) we 
arrived ſafe at Barbadoes; but ſome time 
before we went in, it fell thick, dark wea- 
ther, continuing ſo all the forenoon; but 
about twelve of the clock, the ſun broke 
out, and our ſailors got an obſervation; 
immediately after which, the miſt ſtruck 
in again, and the darkneſs ſo great, that 


although there was a privateer which had 


laid ſeveral days in that latitude, we 
eſcaped him, and got well in, So that we 
law the ſame hand which preſerved us in 


our firſt going there, (Oy bringing in a 


thick miſt) had again preſerved us in like 
manner, a ſecond time; which was cauſe 
of great joy to us and friends on. the 
iſland, who gladly received us. 
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ve landed at Barbadoes on the ſecond 
day of the eighth month, 1692, whete 


we ſtaid ſome tire, and viſited friends 


meetings throughly, and hat good ſer. 
vice for the Lord, the ſickneſs which was 
in the iſland at our firſt coming, ſtill con- 
tinuing, whereby the people were very 
much humbled, and their exerciſe further 
encreaſed by a plot the blacks had laid to 
murder the white people, which was diſ- 
covered in manner following. Et 

A certain man having a black ſervant, 
which he reſpected, called him in and gave 
him a dram; wherewith he was ſo well 
pleaſed, that upon his going out, he ſaid 
to himfelf,, My maſter is a very good man, 
great pity to Ein my maſter; and being 
overheard, ſome made information thereof 
to his maſter; upon which he had him ap- 
prehended, and examined before the go- 
vernor, but denied all. However, they 


ſent him to priſon, and ſet a private watch 


to ſee if any of the blacks would come to 
ak with him, which ſeveral did private- 
, and charged him not to confeſs, for a 


trat many hundreds would come and 
reſcue him out of priſon, and alſo go on 


with the maſſacre, which occaſioned him 
to be brought again before the governor, 


and then he confeſſed the whole plot, 


Which was, to kill all the white men on 
Sunday 


to go in on the north or ſouth fide thereof; 
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Sunday night, and to ſeize the fort, 
ſhipping, horſes, and arms; but being 
thus diſcovered, many of the blacks were 
taken and hung up in gibbets alive till 
Being clear of Barbadoes, we went 
from thence to Antigua, here we ſtaid 


ſome time, and had ſeveral large meet - 


ings amongſt the people; the Lord's 
power did ſo prevail over them, that fe- 
veral were convinced of the truth, and 
afterwards became faithful friends. So 
paſſed thence to the Iſland of Nevis; and 
when near it, had a conſultation, whether 


and by the favourable direction of Divine 
Providence, for our preſervation, we went 
in on the ſouth ſide, where we heard that 
a French privateer, that lay on the north 
ſide of the iſland, had taken a veſſel 
about the ſame time. We ſtaid ſeveral 


weeks in that iſland, and had ſundry goad 


meetings therein, and had good ſervice 
for the Lord. Many of the inhabitants 
had been viſited with à mortal diſtemper, 


of which many were taken away, as they 


told us. There had been four prieſts on 
the ifland before; but when we came, there 
was bur one of them living: he was a great 


drunkard and a ſwearer; and when the 


inhabitants came to our meetings, and 
x 7” F 4 were 
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. 600 
were reached by the Lord's power, ſo 
that they confeſſed to the truth, then 
this wicked prieſt was very angry, and 
told them he would come and diſpute with 
us at our meeting on the firſt-day. This 
being ſpread through the iſland, many of 
the inhabitants of great note came to the 
meeting, though the prieſt did not come, 
but went to the governor to inform him 
againſt us. We had a large meeting, in 


which the everlaſting. goſpel was pro- 


claimed amongſt them, and all were warn- 
ed to repent of their fins, and turn to the 
light of Jeſus Chriſt. Many hearts were 
reached: one that was a juſtice of the 
peace confeſſed to the truth; he alſo wrote 
to the governor on our behalf. 

No being clear of this iſland, our 
names were put up at a publick place, as 
the law required, of our going off the 
iſland, and certificates written, and car- 
ried by a friend to the governor to be 
figned by him; but he would not, for he 
had been much enraged by the prieſt, and 
threatened, that he would put us in the 
fort, and ſee us before we ſhould depart. 
So we took horſes, and went with the 


maſter of the ſhip, with whom we had 
taken our paſſage, and went to the go- 
. vernor's houſe. - He appeared very angry 
with us, and ſaid, we were ſpies, come to 


ſpy 
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ſpy out the ſtrength of the iſland. We told 


him, we were no ſpies, but true men; 
and to ſatisfy the governor, we ſhewed 


him a paſs that had the ſecretary's ſeal at 


it, which we had at our coming out of 


England; wherein all governors and offi- 
cers were commanded to let us paſs. When 


he ſaw the broad ſeal, his countenance fell, 
and aſked us why we had not ſhewed it 
him before? We replied, we had not 
ſhewed it then but for his ſatisfaftion, that 


we were not ſpies, but true men; and fur- 


ther told him, we- came in the love of 
God to viſit our friends, and the inhabi- 
tants of the iſland. Then he ſigned the 


certificate, and called for a bottle of wine 


to drink with the captain and us, but we 
would not drink any with him, for we 
were deeply bowed under the ſenſe of 
God's goodneſs to us; who had not only 
drawn us into his ſervice, but alſo had 
made way for us, and wrought our deli- 


verance. For in the latitude of Bermudas 


a Tornado came, which is a guſt of ſtorm, 
our top-ſails being a-trip, laid the veſſel 
on the one ſide like a log of wood, and 
remained ſo for ſome time; in which 
time, the glory of the Lord did ſo ſhine 
upon us, that the fear of death was clear- 
ly taken away, and our hearts were filled 
with the joy of God's ſalvation. _—_ 
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No being clear of our ſervice for the 
Lord: in America, we took ſhipping from 
Nevis homeward, and in about ſix weeks 
time landed in the Highlands of Scotland, 
and travelled from thence, by land, into 
Cumberland, where we had ſome meetings, 
and friends greatly rejoiced at ſeeing us, 
they having heard that we were taken by 
the French. From hence we travelled up 
to the yearly-meeting at London, having 
ſome meetings in our way thither: we 
had a very bleſſed yearly-meeting, friends 
being in great love and. unity, and 
greatly rejoiced to ſee us, as we did to ſee 
them; and there is great thankfulneſs in 
my ſoul to the Lord, for his manifold 
favours and preſervation both by ſea and 

land. | "vb 955 
After the yearly- meeting at London 
was over, I went, accompanied by Tho- 
mas Story, through Oxfordſhire, and ſo to 
Briſtol, where we met with Thomas Camm 
and Joſeph Bains; Thomas Camm being 
inclined to ſtay ſome time longer in Bri- 
ſtol, Joſeph Bains went with us into 
Wiltſhire, and ſome weſtern parts, where 
we had many good and bleſſed meetings; 
but at Warminſter the people were con- 
tending with friends, and we had two d 
meetings amongſt them, wherein the 
Lord's tendering power broke in among 
= them; 
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dem ; fo chat many were reached, and 
went away well ſatisfied. So after having 
ſpent ſometime in thoſe parts, we return 
ed again to Briſtol, 'where we leaving 
Joſeph Bains with Thomas Camm, Tho- 
mas Story and I went northward for Cum. 
berland, having many good meetings in 
our way thither. Here I ftaid at home a 
while, following my outward employ- 
ment, ſaving that now and then 1 viſired 
friends about in that county. 

In the fall of the year 1694, I had ſome 
drawings to viſit friends in Ireland; and 
William Greenup having the like concern, 
we travelled. together through ſoine part 
of Scotland, having ſervice thereaway; 
fo took ſhipping at Port-Parrick, and 
landed at Donnaghadee, in the North of 
Ireland: we viſited friends generally in 
that nation, and alſo had ſeveral meetings 
amongſt other eb le. We had a proſpe- 
rous journey, the Lord's bleſſed preſence 
and power accompanying us in his ſer- 
vice; and the wars being newly over, 
there was a great openneſs in the people, 
and tenderneſs amongſt friends. 

About the beginning of the fecond 
month, 1695, I returned from Ireland, 
and landed at Whitehaven, in Cumber- 
lan, where I made but little ſtay at home, 
having a concern to be at the yearly- 

| meeting 
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meeting in Wales, to be held at Dolobran, 
ſo travelled pretty directly thither; in 
which meeting the Lord's good preſence 
and power was enjoyed, to friends com- 
fort and refreſhment. After this meeting 
was over [ travelled to Briſtol, and ſtaid 
ſome months there, and from thence to 
London, and was at the yearly- meeting 
there; ſoon after which I returned again 
into the north; and in the fall of the 
year married Mary, the daughter of Tho- 
mas Bewley, of Wood-Hall, in Cumber- 
land, who proved a true help-mect indeed 
to me. Soon after my ſaid marriage, I 


found freedom in the truth, to remove 


with my wife into Ireland to dwell, which 
I did, and ſettled near ur Edenderry, 1 in the 
King's county. | 
Some time er my ſaid 8 into 
Ireland, I found drawings from the Lord 
to viſit friends in England; and in the 
fall of the year, 1696, took ſhipping 
from Dublin, and landed at Holyhead, 
ſo travelled through ſome part of Wales, 
and thence into Worceſterſhire and Glou- 
ceſterſhire, Briſtol and London, where I 
viſited the meetings of friends thoroughly, 
and from thence into Surrey and Suſſex, 
and viſited the meetings of friends there; 
ſo returned again to London, where I had 
ſome further ſervice for the Lord, and 


e 
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thence” paſſed northward through Hert- 
fordſhire, Huntingtonſhire, Lincolnſhire, 
and ſo into Yorkſhire, travelling along the. 
ſea-coaſt as far as Newcaſtle, and from 
thence acroſs the country to Carliſle, hav- 
ing had many refreſhing ſeaſons” in this 
journey amongſt friends; and after hav- 
ing viſited friends meetings in Cumber- 
land, I went to Whitehaven, in order to 
take ſhipping; but in the time of my 
waiting for a paſſage, had a very large 
meeting there without doors, in which 
the word of life was declared amongſt 
them, and the meeting ended well, I land- 
ed in Ireland in the twelfth month, and 
ſoon after returned home, where I found 
my wife well, which was a great ſatiſ- 
faction to me, adit 

Soon after I came home, I found draw- 
ings to viſit friends in this nation (of 
Ireland) which I did accordingly, and 
had meetings in many places amongſt 
other people, where none had been before, 
nor any meetings of friends ſettled, and 
many were convinced, of whom ſome re- 
ceived the truth in the love of it, and 
continued faithful thereunto. And from 
the year 1697 to 1713, I often viſited 
friends in this nation, and alſo in the 
nation of England; within which ſpace 
| was ſeven times at the yearly-meeting 

| in 
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in London, the Lord's good power ac- 
company ing me in his ſervice,  _ 
Now I having had it upon me from the 
Lord for a conſiderable time to viſit 
friends again in America, my dear anci- 
ent friend and companion, James Dick- 
enſon, ſignified to me by a letter, that 
he had à like concern to viſit friends 
in in thoſe parts, whereof I was truly 
Wy for we had. often travelled together 
in great love, unity, and ſweetneſs; ſo 
we agreed to meet 1n Dublin, which we 
did accordingly, and thence took ſhipping 
ſor America, in the tenth month, 1713. 
The name of the captain of the veſſel 
was Richard Kelſey, of Whitehaven, in 
Cumperland.. ..... 1 
We took our voyage north about, and 
after I had ſeen the captain's diligent care 
and good conduct in his ſhip amongſt his 
ſervants, and thoſe on board, it drew my 
heart towards him in very much love, and 
ve me encouragement to take the free- 
oe of having ſore religious diſcourſe 
with him, wherein I found he aimed at 
juſtice and equity, ſo that my love en- 
creaſed towards him; and he being a 
man frequent an prayer, we entered into 
diſcourſe of the ſubſtantial part of prayer. 
I told him, We could not pray at all 
times, in words, knowing our own inſuf- 
| ficiency, 
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ficiency, but waited for the aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spirit to help us, and guide our 
underſtanding, having regard to what the 
apoſtle ſaid, «I will pray with the Spirit, 
« and with the underſtanding alſo,” 
1 Cor. xiv. 15. which might be inward- 
ly performed, although no words were 
outwardly ſpoken. To which he readily 
aſſented, and told us, we might keep our 
meetings in the great cabin at any time 
when they did not keep theirs, and ſaid, 
he thought we did pray inwardly. Now, 
though we had a ſtorm in this paſſage for 
near a month together, yet the captain's 
prudent management of the ſhip, and 
ſhewing himſelf ſo very reſpectful to us 

all along, and the good converſation we 

had together, made our voyage much the 
pleaſanter, | 
On the ſeventh- day of the week, at 
night, the captain told us we ſhould find 
the ſoundings next day, which we did ac- 
cordingly about noon; then he told us, 
that if the gale ſtood, we ſhould reach the 
cape that evening; fo ſailed on till near 
night, we were within about ſeven or eight 
fathom water; but night coming on, he 
wifely ftood out to the ſea, and in a ſhort 
time we got into Linhaven-Bay, having 
been nine weeks in our paſſage from the 
fight of Ireland, and after a little * 
| Ss that 
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that harbour, we ſailed on until we came 
into Raphahannock-River, and - thence 
went a-ſhore at Queen Ann's Town, where 
we parted with our kind captain in'great 
love. He would have us take ſome of 
our proviſion, and gave us much loving 
counſel, which we accepted kindly. ' © 
Me landed at Queen Ann's Town, and 
hired horſes from thence to York-River, 


and next day took boat to the Weſtern 


Shore; from whence we contentedly took 
our travel on foot into the woods, hav- 
ing our ſaddles, ſaddle-bags, and great 
coats upon our ſhoulders; and, after a 
little time, ſeeing a man at a diſtance, 
riding towards us, James Dickenſon ſaid, 
Who knows but yonder man is coming to 
help us? Who, when he came up, knew 
James, and cheerfully ſaid, I had beſt 
light, and take your things upon my 
horſe; which we kindly accepted of, and 
he went along with us to James Bates's 
houſe, who received us very kindly, his 
wife having been convinced by James 
Dickenſon, and was a faithful friend; and 
1t being their weekly meeting day, we 
went along with them to the meeting, and 
had a good time with the few friends there. 
We travelled from thence through Vir- 
ginia to North Carolina, having many 
good meetings amongſt friends and other 
9 people, 
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ople, many being glad to ſee us again 
in that county. We found a hopeful ge- 
neration of young people there, who re- 
ceived the teſtimony of truth with glad- 
neſs; and having viſited their meetings 
thoroughly, and had a good time amongſt 
them, we returned again into Virginia, and 
viſited friends up James's River, and fo 
by Black-Creek, towards Maryland; and 
having had good ſervice for the Lord in 
thoſe, parts, and ſeveral good meetings 
in our way, we viſited friends on the 
Weſtern ſhore of Maryland, and found 
great openneſs both amongſt them and the 
people; from whence we went over the 
bay, and viſited friends on the Eaſtern 
Shore, and in the lower counties of Penn- 


ſilvania, and ſo to Salem, in Weſt-Jerſey, - 


the Lord's good preſence attending us 
from meeting to meeting, We ſtaid the 

yearly- meeting at Salem, which was very 
large, and the Lord's power eminently 
manifeſted therein, and the doctrine of 
truth was largely opened to the people. 
Thus having viſited friends on the eaſt 


ſide of Delaware River, we went over to 


Philadelphia, and viſited the meetings of 


friends in Pennſilvania, which were very 
large, many ſober people flocking to them, 


_ unto. whom the teſtimony of truth flowed 
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| fortls in the word of life, to the opening 
of the underſtandings of many. 


From Pennſilvania we eroſſed over De. 
laware River again, and travelled through 
the country to Shrewſbury; and in our 
way thither, a Baptiſt preacher came up 
to us, and directing his ſpeect to me, 
faid, he would aſk me a queſtion; I bid 
him, ſay on; then ſaid: he, My queſtion 
is, What is the ordination and qualifica- 
tion of a true miniſter of Jeſus Chrift ? 
To which F anſwered, that the apoſtle 
faith, © As every man hath recerved the 
&: gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to 


. another, as good ſtewards of the mani- 


« fold grace of God. If any man fpeak, 
& Tet him fpeak as the oracles of God; 
ec if any man miniſter, let him do it, as 
c of the ability which God giveth: that 
* God in all things may be glorified, 
ce through Jeſus Chrift.” 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11. 
_ Efurther ſaid mildly to him, Thou may- 

eſt ſee that the ability of a true miniſter 
is· in the divine gift. Then he ſaid, I have 
another queſtion. ro aſk, which is this, 


Can any man that hath this divine gift, 
poſitively deny the command of aur Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt? To which J replied, That 
no-man that was faithful to his holy gift, 
durſt deny the commands of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. But, ſaid he, Lou do. T _ 
al 
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ſaid I, How cameſt thou to charge me thus? 
What haſt thou ſeen by me, to charge me 
with denying the commands of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt? I know, ſaid he, you are a 
Quaker, and that all the Quakers deny the 
fitive command of Jeſus Chriſt. I an- 
wered, Thou haſt charged boldly, now 
thou muſt prove in what we deny them: 
he ſaid, You deny water-baptiſm, which 
Jeſus Chriſt commanded my be an ordi- 
nance in his church to the end of the 
world. I told him, he 7 fove his 
aſſertion, for 1 did not underſtand that 
ever Jeſus Chriſt gave any commands to 
his miniſters to baptize in elementary 
water; I deſired him again to prove what 
he had afferted. Then he began to repeat 
many ſcriptures, quoting chapter and 
verſe; I patiently heard him, until he had 
gone on a great while, and I ſeeing he 
had wreſted the ſcriptures, told him he 
muſt now make a fufl ſtop, till the com- 
pany came up, for my companion had a 
ible in his pocket, and we would read 
the places (or texts) which he had men- 
tioned; and any other he had yet to name; 
ſo ſtanding ſtill, they ſoon came up to us, 
and the Bible bein g called for, it was given 
into the hands of a young man, who was de- 
ſired to read all hoſe texts which the Bap- 
tiſt had urged to prove water-biptiſay a 
G 2 ” com- 
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command of Jeſus Chriſt, to be a ſtanding 
ordinance in the church; and after he had 
named many texts, they were read to him 
one by one, but finding no text to make 
good his charge; I told him he had 
wronged the ſcripture in adding thereto, 
which, ſaid I, is dangerous, being we read 
in the Revelations, xxii. 18. © If any man 
ce ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall 
te add unto him the plagues that are 
ce written in this book.” After which 1 
opened unto him the true baptiſm of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with fire; as John faid, Mat. iii. 11. 
The truth came over him; and we 
parted very friendly. He came to the 
meeting next day, and was ſilent. 

From Shrewſbury we travelled to 
Woodbridge and New-York, and thence 
to Long-Iſland, where we ſtaid the yearly- 
meeting, which was a large and bleſſed 
meeting; from whence we went by water 
to Rhode-Iſland, and was at their yearly- 
meeting in the fourth month, wherein the 
power and the glory of the Lord did very 


much appear, and the univerſal love of - 


God was held forth to the ſatisfaction of 
the people. | 

We went from thence to Taunton, where 
no friends meeting was ſettled, nor do we 


know that any had ever been there before, 
| to 
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to which meeting ſeveral ſober props 
came, who were open to receive the teſ- 
timony of the truth, and ſome were con- 
vinced, ſince which a meeting 1s ſettled 
there. F rom thence we went to Dartmouth, 
where James left me, and went to. the 
Iſland of Nantucket, but we met again 
at Sandiſh, and travelled together through 


the country to Boſton, where we had ſome 


ſervice for the Lord both amonglt friends 
and other people. 

From Boſton we went to Lynn, and 
thence to Salem, ſo to the eaſtern parts 


of New-England, as far as Dover; and af- 


ter having viſited friends there, returned 
back by way of Boſton, to the yearly- 
meeting at Providence, where we had 
good ſervice for truth; and thence tra- 
velled through the country until we came 
to Rhode-Iſland again, having had ſeveral 
meetings in our way, and found great open- 
neſs in divers places. So after ſome ſtay in 
Rhode-Iſland, and having had ſeveral pre- 


cious meetings amongſt them, we parted 


from friends there in great love and ten- 


derneſs, and returned back again by water 


to Long-Iſland, where we had ſome ſtay 


in viſiting friends meetings, and found a 

great openneſs amongſt them. 
From Long-Iſland, we went to New- 
York, where we had a large and bleſſed 
G '3 meeting; 
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meeting; the 1 who were not friends, 
confeſſed to the truth. We returned from 
thence to Woodbridge, and through Jerſey 
to Pennſilvania again; and after having 


fome meetings amongſt friends, went to 


the yearly-meeting at Burlington, which 
was very large, and held ſeveral days, in 
which meeting the Lord's bleſſed power 
was richly manifeſted. After which, we 
returned to Philadelphia, and went from 
thence by way of Newcaſtle, to the year- 
ly-meeting at Choptanck, on the eaſtern 
ſhore of Maryland; which meeting was 
held in the eighth month, and was very 
large, many people, befides friends, flock- 
ing to it, from CY of the coun- 
try, and the doctrine of truth was largely 
opened to them. After which meeting we 
went into the lower counties of Pennſilva- 
nia, and had ſeveral meetings amongſt 
friends, in which we were greatly com- 
forted ; ſo returned again to Philadelphia, 
and ſpent fome time in and about that 
city, 1 good ſervice for the Lord, 
and had a farewell- meeting with friends 


at Cheſter; after which we haſtened to 
Oxford, on the eaſt ſhore of Maryland, 

in order to take ſhipping for England. 
Soon after we came to Oxford, in Mary- 
land, we agreed with the maſter of a veſ- 
ſel for our paſſage, the ſhip being _ 
or 
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for Leverpool, but told him we had a de- 
fire to ſtay the firſt- day meeting. He ſaid, 
if he did not fire a gun, we might ſtay; 
and a little before the meeting begun, he 
fired a gun, which gave us warning to 
haſten aboard, although it was much cvon- 
trary to our freedom, not being clear in 
our minds to leave the meeting, ſo we 


went on board. They ſet ſail, but made 


Uüttle way that day; and we ſoon per- 
ceived that as the maſter of the ſhip had 
endeavoured to croſs us, the Lord croſſod 
him, for there aroſe a great ſtorm that 
night, which continued ſeveral days, in 
which time the ſhip ſprung a-leak, which 
daunted them}; yet taking ſome courage 
again, they kept to fea, but the Jeak 
encreaſed ſo fait, that they altered their 
courſe, and ſtood in again, and with fome 
difficulty got to an anchor in Lyn«haven 
Bay, which brought a freſh engagement 
upon us of thankfulneſs to the Lord for fo 
ſignal a preſervation. Here the maſter 
concluded to unlade, that he might ſtop 
the teak, and told us we might go on 
{hore and ſee our friends. | 

We hired a boat, and ſailed up the 
river, ſo put to ſhore at the houſe of a 
widow woman, a Preſbyterian, who re- 
ceived us kindly, and ſaid, ſhe had heard 
of us, and that the New Teſtament made 
Ga. much 
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-much for us; and after we had eat and 
.drank, we would have paid her, but ſhe 
would take nothing from us; and after ſhe 
had ſhewed us a little on our way, we 

parted with her in a friendly manner, and 
that night got to a friend's. houſe, and 
afterwards amongſt friends in Virginia, 

My companion, James Dickenſon, and 

one Robert Jordan, took boat and went 

aboard the ſhip, and brought off our 
things; the maſter then ſhewed himſelf 
very reſpectful, and ſaid, if we thought 
fit to come again, we ſhould be very wel- 
come, and if not, we might uſe our 
.. | 

We travelled to and fro in Virginia, and 
through the country, until we came to the 
weſtern ſhore of Maryland, having many 
bleſſed meetings, friends being very glad 
to ſee us, and thankful to the Lord for 
our late preſervation. We alſo went over 
the bay, and had a meeting with friends 
at the ſame place where the captain would 
not ſuffer us to ſtay before. After which 
meeting we were free in our ſpirits to re- 
turn, being thankful to Gad for his mani- 
fold preſervations; and in a little time 
after took ſhipping in another veſlel, and 
landed at Cork, in Ireland, where we ſtaid 

a meeting on the ſixth day of the week; 
and after meeting went to Clougheen, w_ 

; : tne 
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we lodged that night, and rode next morn- 
ing to Mountmelick, where the province- 
meeting for Leinſter was then held. We 
went into the meeting, friends being ga- 


thered before we came, and the power of 


truth broke in upon the meeting, where- 
by friends hearts were greatly tendered 
under a ſenſe of the Lord's mercy in pre- 
ſerving us, not knowing any thing of our 
being landed until we came thither. 

Here I parted with my dear friend and 
companion, James Dickenſon; and as we 
had travelled together in great love and 
unity, we likewiſe parted in the ſame. 
He went to Dublin, in order to take ſhip- 
ping for Cumberland, and I returned 
home to my dear wife and family, bein 
truly thankful that the Lord had brought 
us together again. | 

I ſtaid a little time at home, and then 
our half- year's meeting coming on at 
Dublin, I went thither, and from thence 
to London, in company of friends ap- 


pointed to attend the ſervice of the yearly- 


meeting there; we had ſeveral good meet- 
ings in our way, and the Lord's power was 
eminently manifeſted in this yearly- meet- 


ing. After which J left the city, and re- 


turned northward by way of Coventry, 


and ſo for Ireland, and found my dear 
wife 
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the next day to James Hutchinſon's, where 


1 on 


wife and children well, to my great fatis- 
faction; and after ſome ftay about ſhame, 
viſitod friends meetings up and down in 
the nation, as I found drawings in the 
love of truth. 

In the year 2721, I bound n concem 
upon my ſpirit, to go for England in the 
ſervice of truth; and after our half-yrar 
mecting in Dublin, took ſhipping thende 
m company with John Barcroft, and feve- 
ral other friends, intending to the yearty- 
meeting at London; and after being two 
days at fea, the ſhip ſtruck often on the 
fand in the night-time, ſo that we ſeemed 
in great danger of loſt ; bu 
through the favour of Divine Providen 
were preſerved, and in the mor 
tide being out, the ſhip lay aground, and 
we got out our horſes, and went aſhore 
in Wales, from whence we rode feventeen 
miles to Cheſter, and thence to Whit- 
church, where one of our company part- 
ed with us. So I and the reſt travelled to 
Wolverhampton, and were at the meeting 
the firſt day of the week, and the next day 
we all met at Dudley, at a burial; from 
whence I, with one other of our com- 
pany, went to Sturbridge, and all met 
again at the quarterly-meeting at Bromſ- 
grove, in Worceſterſhire; from whence 
we led together to Alceſter, and ſo to 

Euveſham, 
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Eveſham, and Shipfton, at each of 
which two laſt places we had a meeting, 
and thence travelled together to Londoa, 
and were 'at the yearly-meeting there, 
which was large and peaceable. After that 
meeting was over, I ftaid a little time in 


that city, and had ſome ſervice for the 
Lord; and ſo departed in company with 


John Barcroft, and travelled through 
Buckinghamſhire, Berkſhire, and Wilt- 
ſhire, and thence to Bath, and fo to Briſ- 
tol, in which city we ſtaid ſome time, and 


had ſeveral very precious meetings. I went 


from Briſto] into ſame parts of Glouceſ- 
erſhire, and when clear, returned, where 
I ftaid again at Briſtol, and had ſome fur- 
ther ſervice for the Lord; and my dear 


friend, John Barcroft, being indiſpoſed, 


and feeble of body, I left him amongft 
his kind friends at Briſtol, having ſome 
conſtraint upon me to fulfil the ſervice 
that was before me; fo travelled weſt- 
ward, as far as the Land's End, in Corn- 
wall, having many very bleſſed meetings 
as I travelled along through the country. 
I viſited Cornwall thoroughly, and was 
greatly comforted with friends there, and 
found great openneſs amongſt the peo- 
ple in divers places. I returned by Ply- 
mouth, Exeter, Bridport, Pool, and thence 
by the ſea-coaſt until I came to Dover, 


having 
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having had many refreſhing meetings as! 


travelled through that country, Samuel 
Hopwood being with me; we went from 


Dover to Canterbury, and ſo by Rocheſ- 


ter to London. | 
I ſtaid in and about the City of London 
ſeveral weeks, the Lord's a and 
power attending me in his work; ſo tra- 
velled from thence into Hertfordſhire, and 
had divers good meetings in that county 
greatly to my ſatisfaction; from whence [ 
returned to London, where I had again 
ſome comfortable meetings; and being 
clear of that city, I-parted with friends 
in great love and ſweetneſs; ſo travelled 
through Eſſex to Colcheſter, and thence 
to Ipſwich and Woodbridge, and through 
Suffolk into Norfolk, having many com- 
fortable meetings as we travelled through 
that country, Iſaac Pickerel, of oe, 
accompanying me. We had two very large 
meetings at Norwich, greatly to edifica- 
tion, the word of eternal life being freely 
| preached, whereby many hearts were ten- 
dered; ſo travelled through the country, 
until we came to Lynn, having divers 
good meetings in our way thither. I was 
very glad to meet with ſeveral, who were 
convinced, when 1 formerly travelled 
through that country. At Lynn I parted 
with Iſaac Pickerel, he returned to London, 
and 
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and I went northward. I travelled through 
Lincolnſhire, Michael Williams going 
along with me to ſeveral meetings. ? 
paſſed thence into Yorkſhire, until I came 
to York, viſiting friends meetings in the 
way; I made ſome ſtay at York, and had 
ſome ſervice for the Lord, from whence I 
croſſed the country, and went to the yearly- 
meeting in Wales, which was held at Llan- 
idlas, having ſeveral meetings as I paſ- 
ſed along the country: in this yearly- 
meeting, the Lord's power and love was 
richly manifeſted, and I was greatly com- 
forted amongſt friends there; after which 
meeting I went to Holyhead, and took 
ſhipping for Ireland, and in the third 
month, 1722, returned home, being truly 
thankful to the Lord, who had ſupported 
and enabled me, by his Divine Power, to 
anſwer his holy requirings. | 
I ſtaid about home, ſometimes viſiting 
friends meetings that were near, and in 
the year 1724, I went to the half- year's 
meeting at Dublin, in the third month, 
where I was greatly comforted amongſt 
friends in the feeling of that divine life 
and power, which is the crown and glory 
of our meetings; after which meeting, I 
returned home, and growing infirm of 
body, went little abroad to diſtant meet- 
ings; but in the niath month following, 
friends 
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friends of Leinſter kept the province- 
meeting at Edenderry, to which I went, 
and the Lord's power was richly mianifeſt- 
ed therein, and the affairs of truth man- 

ed in great love and fweetneſs, John 
othergilt, from England, being there, 
Bad good ſervice for the Lord. 
Now I rejoice in that I have ferved the 
Lord in my day, and as I have laboured 
to promote the truth in my generation, 
I feel great peace from the Lord flowing 
in my ſoul; and am thankfuf that I have 
been made willing to ſerve him. And as 
my dear wife, being a woman that truly 
fears God, hath freely given me up to an- 
fwer the requirings. of truth, T hope ſhe 
will have a ſhare in that reward and peace 
whereof the Lord hath given me the ear- 
neſt: and whereas I have deeply travelled 
both in body and ſpirit for the promotion 
of truth in the earth, in a general way, 
ſo I have alſo often beſought the Lord, 
that he would be pleafed to reach effectu- 
ally to my own children in particular, that 
they may be faithful witneſſes for him in 
their generation. 85 
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UR dear friend, Thomas Wilſon, 
being taken ill of body, about the 
eighteenth day of the eleventh month, 
in the year 1724, continued weakly for 
ſeveral months, in which time he uttered 
many weighty expreſſions; and at ſeve- 
ral times was concerned in fervent prayer 
to the Lord for the young and rifing 
generation, that they might be faithful 
witneſſes for the truth in their day. He 
was freely reſigned to the will of God, 
yet deſiring of the Lord if he had no fur- 
ther ſervice for him, to remove him out 
of his pain, which, at times, was very 
great. 


When he was a little eaſy, he often 
ſpoke of the things of God, and was very 
much concerned that friends ſhould live 
agreeable to the doctrine of Chriſt, and 
that the good order eſtabliſned amongſt 
us by our faithful elders, might be kept 
up and maintained, and that all differ- 
ences and diſorders might be kept out of 
the church; and ſaid, if friends kept the 
ancient path, and obſerved the Lord's 
rules, they would be a bleffed people: 
expreſſing his ſatisfaction, That in all 
nations where he travelled, he had been 

careful 
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careful not to join with any that were 
for falſe liberty, or laying waſte the teſ- 
timony of truth, which the Lord had 
called his people to bear. 


One evening, ſeveral friends fitting 
with him, he was very ſweetly and pro- 
phetically opened in words to this effect, 
viz. That a great harveſt-day was com- 
ing over the nations, and that the Lord 
was fitting, and would fit many, and ſend 
them into the harveſt; but ſaid, He 
hoped in a little time to be gathered to 
the generations of the juſt, that were 
gone before; and was comforted to feel 
that friends were inward with the Lord 
in their ſpirits, expreſſing how near truth 
made friends one to another in the be- 
ginning, and that he was glad of the 
nearneſs and unity amongſt friends now, 
deſiring it might continue and encreaſe. 


At a time he was aſked, if he would 
have any thing to wet his mouth; to 
which he replied to this effect, The Lord 
hath taken away all my pain, and given 
me the bread of life and the water of 
life, and quenched my thirſt, which hath 
been great, the will of the Lord be 
done; and fervently prayed to the 2 

Is for 


6650 

for his people, eſ ally the youth, that 
he would be pleaſed to incline their hearts 
to follow him in the way of truth. And 
ſoon after ſaid to this elfe, If the youth 
of this meeting and nation incline their 
hearts to the Lord above all, he will 
make them a ſhining people; but if they 
do not, he will caſt them off. And 
again ſaid, The Lord's goodneſs fills my 
heart, which gives me the evidence and 
aſſurance of my everlaſting peace in his 
kingdom, with my ancient friends that 
are gone before me, with whom I had 
ſweet comfort in the work of the goſpel; 

and ſaid, Thoſe that touch the Lord's 

work, and are not of clean hands, will 
not proſper. And notwithſtanding our 
ſaid friend had been eminently attended 
with the power of truth, and had great 
ſervice many ways, he would ſpeak very 
humbly of himſelf, aſcribing all the 
honour to the Lord. And at a certain 
time ſaid to this effect, viz. Although the 
Lord hath made uſe of me at times to be 
ſerviceable in his hand, what I truſt in 

is the mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt; and 

again, friends fitting by him, he ſaid, 
in like manner, The Lord viſited me in 
my young years, and I felt his power, 


which hath been with me all along, and 
H I am 
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I am aſſured he will never leave me, 
which is my comfort; He alſo often ex- 
reſſed his defire, That friends might 
dwell 6 Sonam 4s keep low, for that 
to. his ſorrow, he had ſeen many, who 
grew high, come to ruin both themſelves 
ad poſterity, and their places left de- 
ate. | $4; | 


Near his concluſion, he often deſired 
the Lord would give him an eaſy paſſage, 
which was granted, being alſo preſerved 
ſenſible to the laſt, ſo paſſed away without 
ſigh or groan, as if he had been going to 
 fleep, on the twentieth day of the Third 
Month, 1725, and was buried the twenty- 
ſecond of the ſame, accompanied by a 
great number of friends and others, 
where friends. had a good opportunity to 
bear teſtimony to that Divine Power, 
whereby he was raiſed up to be a faithful 
witneſs for the truth in his generation. 
And though his removal be a great loſs 
to his family in particular, and the church 
in general, it is (no doubt) his everlaſt- 
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ing gain. 
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To Friends of Mountmelick Mens- 
Meeting, or elſewhere. 


Dzar FritnDSs, 


Have been (for ſome years paſt, and 
1 more = ages. of late) under deep 
conſiderations re 8 the ſtate of 
friends, and the affairs of truth in gene- 
ral, and our monthly- meeting in parti- 
cular, which hath brought a weight of 
exerciſe upon my mind; and doubting 
whether I may ever have an opportunity - 
of ſeeing you, ſo as to eaſe my ſelf of 
what remains as a concern upon me, 
was willing to communicate theſe few 
lines to your weighty and ſerious conſi- 
deration, which are as follow: 


That the order and government of the 
church was ſettled by the ſame Divine 
Spirit, which the true miniſtry ſprung 
from; and that all who ſpeak in mens 
meetings, ſhould be careful they do not 
ſpeak any thing to offend God, but wait 
to have their offerings ſeaſoned with 
e | 1 grace, 
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grace, and offered in the ſame Divine 
Spirit, by which the order and govern- 
ment of the church was firſt eſtabliſhed, 
and as the doctrine of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chrift directed, That 
« every one is to be ſalted with fire, and 
cc every ſacrifice ſeaſoned with ſalt; ' 
(mark) the veſſel is to be ſeaſoned with 
the holy fire of the word of God, and 
ſanctified by the truth, otherwiſe God will 
not accept of their offerings, no more 
than he did the offerings of Aaron's ſons, 
who offered ſtrange fire, which the Lord 
never commanded, and ſo brought death 
upon them. You may alſo obſerve, that 
when Moſes was dead, who received the 
law from God's mouth, that Joſhua was 
to ſucceed him in the ſame Spirit, which 
plainly appears from the poſitive com- 
mand of the Lord to him, That . he ſhould 
te be courageous, and obſerve and do ac- 
ce cording to all the law, which Moſes the 
cc ſervant of the Lord commanded him; he 
« was not to depart therefrom, either to 
cc the right hand or to the left, that ſo he 
« might proſper where-ever he went.“ By 
which it is plain, the bleſſing is only to 
them, who come up in the ſame Holy 
Spirit, which caſe is very applicable to 
friends in this our day; for it is — 

| that 
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that the weighty rules and order of the 
church were received in the beginning by 
our ancients and elders, from the opening 
of the Divine Spirit of truth, and ſettled 
in the counſel of God. And as ſure as 
ever Joſhua was to ſucceed Moſes, and to 
obſerve all the law which was com- 
manded him; ſo are friends now, who 
are of a ſucceeding generation, faithfully 
to keep and obſerve thoſe weighty rules 
and precepts left them by their elders, 
without turning from them either to the 
right hand or to, the left; and it remains 
as a teſtimony in my heart for the Lord, 
to leave with you, That when any offer 
any thing in mens meetings which con- 
tradicts the ancient rules and divine pre- 
cepts ſettled amongſt us in the heavenly 
power, they contradict the very counſel 
of God, and is but an offering of ſtrange 
fire, which God never commanded, nei- 
ther will accept of, and ſo bring death 
over themſelves, kindle ſtrange fire in 
the meeting, dazzle the minds of friends, 
and are hinderers of the work and ſervice 
of truth. | 
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A COPY of a Manuſcript found 
amongſt the Papers of our deceaſed 
Friend, Thomas WILSON, of his 
own Hand Writing, not printed in 
the laſt Edition of his Journal. 


S I was deeply exerciſed in my mind 
A about the things of the living God, 
and the holy order of the bleſſed goſpel of 
the Lord Jeſus; it was opened to me that 
all concerned friends that ſpeak in mens 
meetings, ought to wait for a due inward 
feeling of the heavenly gift, and as that 
gave an underſtanding, then ſpeak in, and 
miniſter, in the order of Jeſus, which is 
holy, and all that ſpeak will be for pro- 
moting the way of truth, and keeping all 
profeſfors thereof in faithfulneſs and true 
obedience to the Lord. 0 

I being thus in a travail of ſpirit, the 
ſtate of mens meetings, as they now are, 
was ſet before me, and I ſaw three ſorts 
of men ſpeaking, and they were in three 
paths: one ſort was on the right hand, 
where they ran on in their own wills, and 
were very fierce for order, but not in a 
right ſpirit; they were the cauſe of long 
diſcourſes, and greatly diſpleaſed the ar 
an 


CF. 

and his faithful people. I ſaw another path 
on the left hand, and there was a great 
darkneſs, and ſtiff- necked people, that 
were for breaking down the orders and 
good rules that the Lord has eſtabliſhed in 
the church. Then my foul was filled with 
ſorrow, and cries to the Lord, ſeeing the 
oreat danger both of theſe were in. Then 
the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew me a middle 
path, and the Lord's people were in it, 
and had the ſtrong line of juſtice and true 
judgment; the Lord's Holy Spirit and 
heavenly preſence is their guide, 

I am moved to warn all you who are 
ſtiff and ſturdy in your own wills, to ſtand 
| ſtill, and turn in your own minds to the 

heavealy gift: in it 1s the true wiſdom, 
and bleſſed knowledge; and you will learg 
to know what the good and acceptable 
will of the Lord is; and if you fpeak in 
the meeting, it will be to pleaſe God, 
and for his honour, not your own; for you 
ſtrive for honour in a carnal mind, and 
ſeek not the honour of the Lord, but are 
in great preſumption. l 
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Ys by the Author, and his Fellow- 
Labourer in the Service of the 
oe, James Dickenſon. whilſt 


in America. 


An ErisrTLE to Friends in Virginia: 
and Carolina from King's-Creek, 


in Maryland, the Twelfth of the 
Second Month, . 


DAR Faziznvs, | | 
A. dwell in the love of God, by 


which your hearts were at firſt 
reached, and tender deſires raiſed, to 


make your peace with him, which 5 
10 


( 73) 
loſt: by reaſon of ſin; for it was the love 
of the Father to bring you to his Son, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom you have 
all life and ſalvation, as you abide in 
him, and keep in his love, that draws 
your affections heaven-ward, where they 
will be fixed on heavenly things, and 
where the ſweetneſs of life your ſouls 
will witneſs, for the ſtrengthening and 
building of you up in that moſt holy 


faith, which God hath called you into, 


and made you partakers of; every one 
be careful to walk worthy of the voca- 


tion whereunto ye are called, in all fear 
and meekneſs, watching in the light, 


where you will diſcern the wiles of the 


enemy in all his cunning baits and tranſ- 


formations, as every one of you keeps 
inward to the Lord, you will have ſalt in 
yourſelves, to ſavour withal, that as 
Chriſt our Lord ſaid, « Every one ſhall. be 


ce ſalted with fire, and every ſacrifice ſea- 
© ſoned with ſalt; have ſalt in yourſelves, 
and dwell at peace one with another; 
and as every one keeps to the ſpirit of 
judgment and burning, and knows the 
fire of God's jealouſy kindled againſt 
every appearance of evil, you will be 
kept enquiring and taking counſel of the 


Lord, where you will be ſafe, and can do 


nothing againſt the truth, but for the 
| | ; | truth, 
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" CS 0D. 
truth, and the Lord will take delight to 
appear in your meetings, by his living 
ower, and give you a ſenſe and feeling 
beyond words, as he hath done unto a 
remnant of you, bleſſed be his holy name 
for ever, that there are thoſe who can 
taſte words as the mouth taſtes meat; 
therefore is it that words cannot deceive 
ſuch, but all have not attained this 
length; ſome are unſkilful, and have need 
of milk, which our God will give, if 
you keep thoſe longing deſires that are 
already raiſed 1n you, ye ſhall know the 
fincere milk of the word that you may 
grow thereby from one degree of grace 
unto another, until you become perfect 
men in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom your may 
edify and build up one another in the moſt 
holy faith, by which you will be made 
heirs of that crown which 1s incorrupti- 
ble, and full of glory; for the attain- 
ment whereof, every one preſs forward, 
in the life of righteouſneſs, watching one 
over another for good, and ſtirring up 
one another to love and good works, 
wherein God will ſupply you with the in- 
creaſe of his Holy Spirit, by which you 
will be fitted for the ſervice God hath: cal- 
led you into, which is to be zealous for 
the truth vpon earth, and againſt every 
thing that would cauſe the truth to 5 
Oe evil 


CJ 
evil ſpoken of, that none may be as thoſe 
(ſpoken of formerly) who walked as ene- 
mies to the croſs of Chriſt, and were a 

rief to the faithful in ages paſt; and 
ſuch are a grief to: the honeſt-hearted in 
this day, who are concerned for God, 
and his truth, and propagation of the 


goſpel, travelling for the proſpetity of 
Zion, and peace of Jeruſalem, and know 


her to be a quiet habitation, and them- 
ſelves inhabitants thereof, the Lord is 
making thoſe as watchmen upon her walls, 
whoſe reſolution is to keep them up, 
notwithſtanding the ſcoffs and reproaches 
of ſuch, who, like Sanballat and Tobias, 
are without the city, Nehem. iv. thoſe 
who are within, are really concerned for 
God, and to ſtand againſt every appear- 
ance of evil, both in themſelves and 
others; and the Lord is enduing them 


with power and viſdom, (proceeding 


from his Holy Spirit) that they heed not 
the reproaches of Ammon, nor the re- 
vilings of Moab; for though he may 
go into the ſanctuary to pray, he ſhall 
not prevail, but Iſrael, that wreſtleth with 
the Lord, ſhall prevail, Zeph. ii. 8. 
Therefore let your care be to wait for 
the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, and that 


none plead for the truth, and be out of 


the ſpirit of truth, for that will never 


tend 
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tend to God's glory, nor your edification; 
but quite the contrary, to darken, veil, 
and oppreſs the ſeed of God, one in ano- 
ther, but as all keep low in their reſpec- 
tive gifts, waiting to know the aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit, (ſtill being nothing 
without it) you will feel. the Lord to 
work all your works, both in you and for 
you, and give power to anſwer what he 
requires of you, and then his love will 
be increaſed unto you, and you will abide 
in favour with him, as you are here pre- 
ſerved, where an increaſe of the life of 
truth you will daily witneſs, which will 
occaſion praiſes to be ſounded forth to the 


Lord God, and the Lamb, who is bleſſed 
for evermore. Amen, 5 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Now, dear friends, we deſire you, in 
the love of God, as it was our. advice 
when preſent with you, that .you watch 
one over another in. love, and keep in a 
' Chriffian Spirit, forgiving one another, 
if any brother have any thing againſt 
another, as God, for Chriſt's ſake, doth 
forgive you; ſo forgive one another, _ 
Er. take 
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take the advice of the apoſtle, Be not 
« children in underſtanding, but in 
« malice be ye children,” that marks of 
true diſciples you may bear, and manifeſt 


yourſelves to all .men to be ſuch, that 


preachers of righteouſneſs you may be to 
the world, that lies in wickedneſs, and 
follow after thoſe things that make for 
peace, and eſchew the contrary, and the 
God of peace will bleſs you, and keep 
you from evil, that it hurt you not, to 
his glory, and your comfort. Amen. 


Note, Let copies of this be taken and 
read in your meetings, and a copy be 
ſent to Carolina. So remain your friends 
and brethren in the truth, letting you 
know that we are well, with love to you 
all, ſending theſe lines as a token there- 
of, Farewell. 


TromMas WIIsox, 


James Dickenson. 


— r 
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An EeisTLE to Friends in Penn- 


DAR Fritnvs, 
HE tender ſaleatioen of our love 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tenderly 
ſalutes you all, in the ſpring of divine 
love, as thoſe that deſire your growth and 
ſettlement in God's everlaſting truth, 
which God, in his rich mercy, hath made 
you ſenſible of, and gathered you into, 
wherein you have found great peace with 
God, and ſweet unity one with another, 
ſo that your hearts have been filled in 
your aſſemblies with his living - preſence, 
which hath occaſioned praiſes to ſpring 
unanimouſly unto the Lord. 


Dear friends, Truth is the ſame that 
ever it was, and the power of it as pre- 
vailing as ever; and where it 1s kept 
to, and dwelt in, hath the ſame effect 
as ever, as many of you are witneſſes, 
who keep your habitation therein, with 


whom our ſouls are bound up in God's 
1 ever- 
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everlaſting covenant of light, in which 
(as we walk) we have true fellowſhip one 
with another, and the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, his Son, cleanſeth us from all 
unrighteouſneſs ; ſo all be careful to 
walk in the light, where there is no oc- 
caſion of ſtumbling, but every one will 
ſee their way in the Lord, and where 
your fellowſhip: will be increaſed with 
him, and one with another, and the 
marks of true diſciples you will bear to 
the world, if ye love one another; „For 
c God is love, and they that dwell in 
« him, dwell in love: He that ſaith he 
« is in the light, and hateth his brother, 
« ig in darkneſs, even until now. For 
cc if a man ſay he loves God, and haterh 
ec his brother, he is a liar,” 1 John ii. 9. 
iv. 20. Therefore we deſire you may fol- 
low thoſe things that make for peace, 
and eſchew the contrary, all keeping 
down to your own gifts, travelling with 
the ſeed, and for the coming of it up 
into dominion, in all your hearts, that 
you may know your wills truly ſubjected 
to the will of God; and here you will be 
kept in a holy dread, and pure awe, in 
all your meetings, and ia your lives and 
converfations, you will be preachers of 
righteouſneſs, and tender of God's glory, 


all 
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and one over another, watching for g 
and none for evil; but that eye will. "be 
plucked out, and as you are here kept 
truly bowed down, ſtill waiting to feel 
the operation of the power of God, — 
was before the power of the devil, 
will feel the arm that gathered you, to de 
about you, and keep you in all trials 
and exerciſes, as many have done to 
God's s glory and their 'comfort; ſo that 
they can ſay, the ſame arm which gather- 
ed them, hath ſtill kept them-unto this 
day, in unity *with the Lord, and in 
fellowſhip one with another, and are 
concerned to be kept © in the unity of 
« the Spirit, which is the bond of peace;” 
and thoſe: grow ſound in the faith, and 
in charity, and know the virtues of cha- 
rity, that © ſeeks not her own, is not 
«. eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, re- 
e joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
« in the truth,” 1 Cor. xiii. 5, 6. with- 
out which, the apoſtle concluded, * he 
« was but as a ſounding braſs and tink- 
e ling cymbal,” though he had never ſo 
large | anon without it. 


So, dear friends; what gifts ſoever you 
have received, be careful that you be 
ne of chem, to the honour of 

| the 
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the giver, as that that know an account 
muſt be given unte him, who will re- 
quire it of us all; add how near that time 
is to any, may be out f che ſight of 
moſt of us. | 3 14 

Our ſouls are concerned for you, that 


you may all grow in grace, and encreaſe 


in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and obedience unto him, for it 
is thoſe that do his will, that will kagw 
of his docrine, John vii, 17, whoſe. dogs 
trine is known to ſuch tg drop as the 
_ dew, and his ſpeech to diſtill as the ſmall 
rain; bleſſed be his name for ever, wha 
is daily opening the divine myſteries of 
his kingdom to them who are kept 
humble and low before him, truly de- 
ſiring to keep at Wiſdom's gate, and 
wait for counſel from the Lord every day, 
and to feel the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, 
and dare not move until the Lord ge 
before and draw them forward. Theſo 
walk ſafely, and feel their peace to flow 
as 4 river, and the Lord eſtabliſhath 
their goings, that they are not esſily 
moved with any ſtorm or wind, but know 
the rock, and are as the deve that maketh 
her neſt there; and though ſuch may be 
tried, and lie as amongſt the pots, yer 
hall they 0 more bright, “ as 


« the 


* 
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62 
et the dove whoſe wings are covered with 
«:filver, and her feathers with yellow gold, 
and ſhall know the trial of their faith to 
be more precious than that of gold that 
periſheth. 5 QF IO . 
So all keep to the word of God's pa- 
tience, and wait for the feeling of his 
power in all your meetings, that your 
hearts may be kept tender thereby, and 
a godly care will be more and more raiſed 
in you all, to watch over your children, 
and train them up in the fear of the 
Lord, and to diſcharge your duty in re- 
training them out of the ways and faſhions 
of the world. Our ſouls are concerned for 
your tender children, that as they grow 
in years, they may grow in grace, and be 
God's children, ſucceeding you in the 
way of righteouſneſs, and be a bleſſing 
unto you in your old age; for we are ſen- 
ſible God's great love is unto them, and 
ſeveral of them were reached by his 
TL when we were with you. Our 

zowels of love roll unto you and them, 
that you all may be kept by the power 
of God out of evil in that life wherein 
you may find acceptance with him, 
where the ſtreams of his. love will be 
daily opened unto you, and in-the ſenſe 
of it you will be engaged to walk in fear 

. before 
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before him, as thoſe that feel his preſerv- 
ing arm, to be with and ſupport you, 
which God of his infinite mercy grant for 
you all, is the ſincere breathing of your 
friends and brethren, in the Fino 
patience, and tribulation of the Lamb, 


with hearts full of love unto all the 


faithful, deſiring your prayers to God 
for us, unto whom we commit you, with 
our own ſouls, who is only able to keep 
us from falling; to whom be all fear, 
obedience, and worſhip, both now and 
evermore. Amen. „„ 


Tous WILSsoN, 
James DICKENSON., | 


F . Rhode-Iſland, 
the 5th of the fifth 
month, 1692. 
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An ETS TE te Friends in Barbadoes, 
br elſewhere. 


Dian FANS, BAETHARN, nd S187 Els, 


Fa Whom! we are concerned in true 
brotherly love, Whefewith God, in 
Hs rich merey Rath filled our hearts, 

(unto all the ſons and daughters of men, 
but more eſpecially to the houſhold of 
faith, who hath been gathered by his 
eternal power) doth the ſalutation of 
our love in the Lord Jeſus Chtift tenderly 
flow forth unto you all; defiring you all 
to keep down to your gifts Which God 
hath given you, waiting low in his fear, 
to feel the operation of his living power, 
to tender all your hearts, and open them 
unto the Lord, that your. ſpirits may be 
truly bowed and ſubjeted unto God's 
will, which is your ſanctification, where 
the ſprings of God's love will flow, and 
his life run from veſſel to veſſel, and the 
life of innocency flouriſh amongſt you, 
and the Lord will put his own comelineſs 
upon you, and cover you with his _—_ 

an 
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| 12 2 deli ode will be to feel the over- 
ſhad 1 of his preſence. And here felf 
will be h ad in no ich but denied 
by all, and your delight 80 Inder the 
croſs, FRED is the power of God, where- 
by you will crucified to the world, 
_ and pe world unte 199; ſo will the 
Lord t to yiſit your afſembligs 
with 9 ving preſegcę, and fill your 
hearts with love to himſelf, pd. one 
to aaetter, whereby your hearts wil 
kept tender and humble, us 1 
oyer another for good, and none oc 
evil. That eye that watches for evil, 
myſt be plucked gut, | for where-ever ; it Is 
it doth 0 offend. 


All giye our hearts to God, to he 
kept by 3 in fellowſhip 5 
him, then il your fellowſhip be ſweet 
one = another being made partakers 
of the ſaints fel bauch who wrote one 
to nad that they might haye ſweet 
fellowſhip together, and their fellowſhip 
was with the Father, and with his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus. So win vo p know all 

things that offend, to be caſt out of the 
kipgdom, a and Jou will be tender one 
over another, the ſtrong lending a hand 


of help to the weak, _ be of Moſes's 
T4 mind, 


(6369) 
mind, who wiſhed that all the people 
were prophets, and would not leave a 
 haof behind in Egypt; and not of the 

mind of him, wi 54: would have had 
Moſes forbid Eldad and Medad to pro- 
pheſy in the camp, Numb. xi. 26, 27, 
Ke nor of the mind of Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians, that would have only the men 
to go and ſacrifice to the Lord, but the 
women and children to ſtay and not go 
to ſacrifice; but Moſes wiſhed that all 
the. Lord's people were prophets, and 
that he would put his Spirit upon them, 
and women and children all muſt go; 
and it. is the mind of Chriſt, our ſpiritual 
| Moſes, that all, both male and female, 
ſhould come up in their places. And 
Jacob was tender and careful, not to 
over-drive the flock, leſt thoſe with 
young ſhould be hurt, and ſo come to 
miſcarry; which ought to be a caution 
to us, and thereby learn to keep to the 
Lord's Spirit, and wait for wiſdom from 
him, that you may be guided thereby, 
in your gifts and places in the church of 
Chriſt, and ſo build up one another in 
the moſt holy faith, Ryring up one ano- 
ther to love and good works, that wiſ- 
dom may be juſtified of her children, 
and * your lights ſhine before men, that 

| | e they 
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ee they ſeeing your good works, may 


1 


ce glorify your Father which is in heaven,” 


Matt. v. 16. and be ye as a city ſet upon 


a hill, where elder men will grow ſound 


in the faith, and in charity, teaching the 


younger men to be ſober- minded, and 


| likewiſe the © aged women, that they be 
„ in behaviour as becometh holineſs, 


te not falſe accuſers, but teachers of 


A good things, that they May teach the 


«© younger women to be ſober, to love 
ce their huſbands, to love their children, 
* to be chaſte, keepers at home, that 
* the word of God be not blaſphemed,” 
Titus ii. 2. and that their adorning 


A 


„ ſhould not be the outward adorning, 


of plaiting the hair, and wearing of 


ce gold, or putting on of apparel; but 
e let it be of the hidden man of the 


N 


ec heart, in that which is not corruptible, 


cc even the ornament of a meek and 


ec quiet ſpirit, which in the ſight of God 


js of great price, for after this manner 


te the holy women of old adorned them- 


c ſelves, who truſted in God,” 1 Pet. iii. 3. 


So all that keep to God's Spirit muſt mind 


thoſe things, and labour to keep. their 
children out of pride, and the fooliſh 
faſhions that are in the world, which youth 


are apt to run into, and covet after, and 
to take liberty one by another, 


I 4 So 


% \ / 


* 80 you that are parents of children, 
take Abrahhm for an example, of whem 
God geve teſtimony, that he would 
command his hovthold after him; ſo all 
dre to wait for power from God, and 
ſtand in your ority in your families; 
and hot indulge your children when they 
are young, and deck them in the faſhions 
of the world, as ſeon as they can go, 
and Jet them ſpeak the language of the 
world, as ſodn as they can ſpeak, wich- 
out 'reproving them, and let them go to 
accompany with the world, without re- 
ſtraining them: which things we have 
ſeen to our great grief, which hath 
brought bitter mourning to our ſouls, 
conſidering the flood- gate of 1niquity 

it opens to yduth. | 


Therefore, as thoſe who feel a concern 
upon our ſpirits for the truth, and your 
good, and your childrens alſo, we are 
dran forth in tender love, to deſire you 
to mind the truth, and the power of it, 
and be taught by it, and then we know 
you will be concerned to ſee thoſe things 
amended, where they have been amiſs, 
and we know there are many under a 
concern with our ſouls in this matter, 
-which hath been weighty upon our | 2 

1 3 


1 
und therefore in true lore, we vide you 
with theſe lines, deſiring ehe Lond: may 
All yon with love and zeal for his name 

and truth, that you may be valiant for 
it upon the cant, and in your teftimo- 
nies for God, and againſt all that would | 
deſile the camp of God, and bring his 
wrath upon us, ar cauſe him to withdraw 
his holy preſence from ms, which hath 
given us fe, and feparated ws from the 
world's ways, wanſhips, cuſtams, and 
faſnions. Now as Gad hath ſeparated us, 
we are to keep to him, chat he may keep 
us ſo ſeparated, that we may never join 
with thoſe things again; for if we de 1p 
Join, we ſhall amenr his diſnlenſune, as 
Ifrael cid, when whey joined themſelues 
with the inhahitants af che Jani, which 
the Lord had commanded they ſhould at 
da, antl brought God's wrath upon them, 
whereby we may take warning nat to 
commit the like exil im ſuffering aur 
minds to waniter ffram the Lord, and 
join with the world in their rays, war- 
| hips, euſtums, and faſhiuns, or:to:marry 
With them, which was exprefly forbiddan 
in the time of the firſt ravenant, and: alſo 
by the apaſtle in the ſerenil covenant, 
who ſaid, Re mot unaqually ed with 
«unbelievers, :&c.” 2 Cor. vi. 14, . 
| - 
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So you may ſee God's people were to 
« dwell alone, and not to mix with other 
* nations.” Numb. xxili. 9. and while 
they did ſo dwell; the 11 wonderfully 
bleſſed them, ſo that Balaam could not 
curſe them, nor any inchantment prevail 
againſt them, but their ſtrength was as 
the ſtrength of a lion and a unicorn, and 
their enemies were a prey to them; but 
when they committed whoredom with 
the daughters of Moab, and joined them- 
ſelves unto Baal-peor, the Lord's wrath 
was kindled againſt them, ſo that twenty- 
three thouſand died of the plague, which 
the Lord ſent amongſt them. 
Oh! that your zeal may appear (in a. 
goſpel-way) as Phineas's did, according 
to that. legal covenant, to the appealing 
| God's anger, that ye may know the 
Lord to make his covenant of peace 
with you, and that it may abide with you 
for ever; for truly, God is jealous of 
his own glory, and will have a clean 
people to ſerve him in ſincerity and up- 
rightneſs, clear of all mixtures, and 
linſey woolſey garments, which are not to 
de worn. in this goſpel-day, wherein: the 
Lord hath been great, in his mercy and 
love, in cauſing his glorious light to ſhine, 
and giving us the knowledge of himſelf; 
there- 


3 
therefore let our care be to keep in his 
fear, that we may walk before him in 
humility, worthy of thoſe mercies and 
bleſſings, that God in all things may be 
glorified, and our peace preſerved with 
him. Amen. 7 ” 


So remain your friends and brethren, 
in the truth, 


Tnuouas WIILsox, 
Janus DickENsOx. 
From Antigua, 


the 14th of the ioth 


Let copies of this be ſent to friends 
in Rhode-Iſland, Long-Iſland, Eaſt and 
Weſt Jerſey, Pennſilvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, Carolina, and New-England. 


An 
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An 1 to ; Panda in Phila. 
delphia. 


- Dzax Fa1enDs, 


UR dear love in the holy. truth, 
tenderly ſalutes you all: by this 
know, we received a letter from New- 
York, and were glad to hear of your wel- 
fare, hd the Lord's appearance amongſt 
you, in your general meeting, and pre- 
vailing by his preſence and power upon 
our ſpirits, to the tendering of them, 
fore him, a ſtate which was never re- 


zedted of him. 


The God of our life keep you all 
an inward people, that the weight of his 


power may be upon your ſouls, that you 
may learn in true ſilence and ſtillneſs, 
where the divine myſteries of his king- 
dom are daily opened, and the myſtery of 
iniquity. you will ſee through, and not 
be ignorant of the wiles of Satan; but 
abiding in the light, they will be clearly 
diſcovered, and you will be preſſing after 

"--ahe 


CW IF 
the life of innocency, whereunto God 
hath called you, (and which muſt wear 
the crown) they who are moſt in favour 
with him, make it their habitation, 
labouring to have their own ſpirits ſilen- 
ced, and daily depend upon God's teach- 


ing. It was our glory in years paſt to 


learn in filehce, which is fince too much 


negle&ed by many . profeſſors of truth, 


upon whom a light frothy ſpirit has pre- 
— e life in . e 5 u- 
ments, and words to little purpoſe, but 
amuſing and perverting the mind, which 
ought to be ſtaid upon God, who is the 
ſtrength and ſtay of his people, keeping 
them in perfect peace, whoſe minds are 
ſtayed upoh him. But ſuch who run into 
diſputes in their own wills and imagina- 


Sq depart from the truth, the ſure 


foundation, and the light, whereunto 
our minds were at firſt turned; in which 
all that walk therein (to this day) are 
preſerved in ſweet fellowſhip one with 
another, and their unity in the ſpirit and 
light of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt encreal- 


eth with him, and one with another, be- 


ing 0 4 dh ſpirit, not eaſily moved; 


and ſuch ſee that all the diſputes and ar- 
guments (even concerning religious mat- 
ters) which proceed from the will of man, 

(not 
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(not of God's Spirit) are but as froth 
and chaff, that will not abide God's fan, 
but be blown away by the whirlwind of 
Oe noon 
Therefore all your ſafety is and will be 
to keep inward to the Lord, that he may 
be your teacher (your own ſpirits being 
ſilenced) waiting with delight to hear 
what he ſpeaks; and then if he be pleaſed 
to open any of your mouths, for the edi- 
fication one of another, it will be in his 
power and wiſdom from above, (that is 
firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be entreated) in which you may 
build up one another in the moſt holy 
faith; but thoſe that go into a paſſionate, 


hafty ſpirit, go out of the wiſdom which 


is from above, into that which is from 
below, and the wrath of man cannot 
work the righteouſneſs of God, 


So all keep down in your own gifts, 
inward to the Lord, who will fit you for 
his ſervice, and guide you in his wiſdom, 
to hit the mark aimed at, and preſerve 
you in the living faith delivered unto . 
you, 'of 'which Chriſt Jeſus our Lord is 
the author, and whereby you may live 
(as did the juſt in every generation) to 
the glory of God, and being, by his 
7 | power, 


5 
(95) 
power, made as the weighty wheat, be 
gathered into the garner of his ſalvation; 
when thoſe who run out with frothy no- 
tions of their own imaginations, will be 
as chaff, or dead men, before the Lord. 


5 
* 
* 


Our ſouls have been often concerned 
for you, in theſe parts of the world, that 
you may be kept by the power of God, 
unto whom we leave you, deſiring your 
prayers for our preſervation in the holy 
truth, wherein we remain your friends 
and brethren, 5 9 1 


' THromas WiLSoN, 
Jamzs DICKENSON. 


Nevis, the 4th of 
the 12th month, 
1692-3, 
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Another EPIST TE to Friends in 
America. 


DAN Fanups, 3180 


UR Wer inn in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, dearly ſalutes you, and all 

the faithful in that land, amongſt whom 
we have travelled to preach the goſpel of 
life and ſalvation, deſiring the Lord may 
' bleſs you all, and encreaſe his love 
amongſt you, and that you may be kept 
in his holy covenant of peace, into which 
he hath gathered you, by his own power, 
where you have, and do know, ſweet - 
communion with the Lord, and one with 
another; and in this you are a true ſtrength 
one to another, the ſweetneſs whereof 
none knows, as it is, but thoſe who dwell 
in it, and keep to the conduct of the pow- 
er that gathered them, where the ſprings 
of divine love and life ſuch feel daily 
opened unto them, which keep them 
alive to God, and under a true concern 
for the peace of the church, and proſ- 
perity o Aon and we -defire that this 
care 


C5” 

care may be kept in by you all, whom 
God hath gathered, to abide in his cove- 
nant of light and life, and walk therein, 
where you will have true fellowſhip, and 
know the blood of Jeſus Chrift to cleanſe 
you from all ſin and unrighteouſneſs, 
which hath been and ſtill is the occaſion 
of all the ſtrife and contention, rents, 
and diviſions that have happened amongſt 
us fince we have been a people, which 
we pray God to put a ſtop unto, and keep 
all his people in true fear and humility in 
their gifts, waiting to know their ſtrength 
renewed in him, that they may ſt and 
againft the enemy, who labours to ſcatter 
God's heritage, whom he hath 22 ; 
So be preſerved in unity with the Lord, 
and one with another, where cries and 
ſupplications are daily poured forth to 
the Lord for one another, as ours are for 
you, and we defire yours may be for us, 
that we may be borne up through the 
many tribulations we meet with, and 
that we may have the gift of utterance to 
proclaim the everlaſting goſpel, and be 
preſerved out of the hands of unrea- 
ſonable men, 


- 


Dear friends, we deſire, as you are free 


and clear, and have your hearts open there- 
e to, 
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to, that you will ſend us a certificate from 
your monthly-meeting of your unity with 
us, while we were preſent with you, and 
at our parting from you; and incloſe it 
for us, to be left at J oſeph Groves's, - in 
Barbadoes. | We have had good ſervice 
here, and the Lord hath been with us, 
to our great comfort, though under great 
ſorrow of ſoul, for thoſe things which 
have happened to Delaware, and more eſ- 
pecially to ſee them publiſhed in print, to 
the view of the world, and enemies of 
truth, which publiſhers may expect a 
reward accofding to their works, and 
God in his own time will wipe away all 
thoſe reproaches, and eaſe the ſpirits of 
them that travel under the weight there- 
of; unto him we are willing to commit 
the cauſe, and do commit you, and our 
own ſouls; fo remain your friends and 
brethren, . . 

N Th Trnomas WiLlsoON, 
James DICKENSON. 
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in George - Tard, Lombard. Street. 1 5 
The Select Works of Wu Pans 
To which is prefixed, The Life of the 


Author, in Five Volumes, 8vo. well 57 5 


228. 6d. Calf lettered 260. 

The Works of IsAAc PENIxO TON, in 
Four Volumes, 8vo. well bound, 208. 
Calf lettered, 228. 


The Sacred Hiſtory of the Old and New 


Teſtament, by Twomas ELLwoop, Three 


Volumes 8vo. well bound 158. 

An Account of the Goſpel-Labours and 
Chriſtian Experiences of a faithful Miniſter 
in Chriſt, JohN ChuRcHMAN, late of Not- 


tingham in Pennſylvania, deceaſed, 8vo. 
bound, 4s. 


A Journal of the Life, Travels; and 


Labours in the Work of the Miniſtry, of 
Joan GRirrrrn, 8vo. bound, 2s. 6d. 


Some Conſiderations relating to the Pre- 
ſent State of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 
By ALEXANDER ARSCoTT, 8vo. bound 38. 


Select Poems, &c. occaſionally written 
on various Subjects. To which is now 
added, The Hiſtory of the Prophets Elijah 
and Eliſha, a Poem. By Joann age 
bound. 1s. 6d. 


A Journal of the Life of + GRaTTON v. 


8vo. bound 28. 
Fruits of Solitude, in Reſlections 5 


Maxims relating to the Conduct of Human 
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BOOK'S printed by Janes PurtEms. 
Life, in Two Parts. By WILLIAM Penn. 
bound 28. 


Fruits of a Father's Love: Being the 


Advice of WwLiam Penn to his Children, 
relating to their Civil and Religious Con: 
duct. gd. or 15d. bound. 

An Apology for the True Chriſtian 
Divinity, being an Explanation and Vindi- 
cation of the Principles and Doctrines of 
the People called Quakers. By RonkRY 
BarcLay. On Superfine Writing Paper. 
Large 8vo. bound 78. 6d. 

An Eſſay on the Treatment and Con- 
verſion of African Slaves in the Britiſh 
Sugar Colonies. By J. RAusAV. 8vo. 38. 
bound, or 4s. in Boards. 

An Inquiry i into the Effects of putting a 
Stop to the African Slave, Trade, and of 
granting Liberty to the Slaves in the Bri- - 
tiſh Sugar — By J. RAMs AV. 6d. 
| & Caution to Great Britain and her Co- 
lonies, in a ſhort Repreſentation of the 
calamitous State of the enſlaved Negroes 
in the Britiſh Dominions. By ANTHONY 
BENEZZZ ET. 6d. 

Thoughts on the Slavery of Negroes. 4d. 

A Serious Addreſs to the Rulers of 
America, on the Inconſiſtency of their 
Conduct reſpecting Slavery: Forming a 
Contraſt between the Encroachments of 
England on American Liberty, and Ame- 
rican Injuſtice in tolerating Slavery. 3d. 


